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Prince George’s County Public Schools and Young Audiences/Arts for Learning  
Announce New Arts Integration Partnership 

 
Young Audiences/Arts for Learning, the nation’s largest arts-in-education network, and CEO of Prince George's County Public 
Schools, Dr. Kevin Maxwell, will hold a press conference and kick-off performance at Oxon Hill Middle School on Tuesday, November 
17, to celebrate the launch of a new arts integration partnership that will benefit more than 15,000 Prince George's County Public 
School students in the 2015-2016 school year. 
 
From theatrical productions that bring American literary masterpieces to life, to artist residencies for kindergarten students that 
inspire environmental citizenship, this new partnership significantly increases access to arts learning for thousands of PGCPS 
students and leverages the talent of 20 teaching artists, the resources of six private and public funders, and advances the goals of 
PGCPS and YA to transform the lives and education of all students through the arts.  
 
Young Audiences’ programming for PGCPS will combine arts learning with traditional subjects such as science, math, and reading, 
expand in-school opportunities for professional teaching artists, and include further arts integration advancement through 
strengthening teacher preparation and professional development. Program areas to include: 
 

Growing Up Green: a Kindergarten-level environmental literacy program that supports a thematic approach and 
addresses the Maryland Environmental Literacy Curriculum Standards. With the support of the BGE Green Grant, 
curriculum will be developed collaboratively among partner organizations and, following a successful pilot of the program, 
will later be infused into the kindergarten science and social studies core content areas.  
 
Literature to Life: Through our unique combination of interactive theater, literature, and education, Literature to Life brings 
books to life - giving voice to words and inspiring young people to find their own voice. 
 
Teacher Professional Development/Arts Integration: a professional development workshop designed for schools in their 
first year of joining the "Arts Integration" initiative. Educators will define and discuss the benefits of arts integrated 
teaching. After experiencing a sample drama/language arts lesson, teachers will brainstorm and apply creative challenges in 
their specific curriculum area.  

 
“We are excited to partner with Prince George’s County Public Schools and dedicated to advancing Dr. Maxwell’s commitment to 
expanding arts education and integration in Prince George’s schools,” says Stacie Evans, Executive Director of Young Audiences. 
"This new initiative will provide high-quality arts learning, exploration, and cultural arts experiences to thousands more students in 
Maryland. We couldn’t think of a better way to kick off the celebration of our 65th anniversary than by launching this innovative 
new partnership.” 
 
"Our partnership with Young Audiences brings high-quality arts resources to our schools,” says John Ceschini, Arts Integration Officer 
for PGCPS. “When we work with a Young Audiences artist, we are confident that we have an artist that has been trained in delivering 
outstanding arts integrated instruction to our students and professional development for our staff." 
 
The press conference will begin with an inspired introduction featuring a performance by Oxon Hill Middle School students, and 
culminates in a live steel drum performance led by teaching artist Kevin Martin who will be joined onstage by Dr. Kevin Maxwell 
and dozens of Oxon Hill Middle School students. 
 
 
Come hear what this partnership means to principals and teachers, come see what happens when the arts are integrated with the 
teaching of other subjects, and come feel what students experience when artists are part of learning.  
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WHO: Speakers include: Dr. Kevin Maxwell, CEO of Prince George's County Public Schools; Stacie Evans, Executive Director Young 
Audiences/Arts for Learning; John Ceschini, Arts Integration Officer; Mr. Wendell Coleman, Oxon Hill Middle School Principal; Tracey 
Cooper, Middle School Science Teacher.  Performances by Oxon Hill Middle Schools students. 
 
WHEN and WHERE: Tuesday, November 17, 2 p.m.–2:45 p.m., at Oxon Hill Middle School, 9570 Fort Foote Rd, Fort Washington, MD 
20744. From 2-2:20 p.m. experience student and teaching artist performances;  2:20-2:40 a formal presentation; 2:40 culminating 
steel drum performance by Oxon Hill Middle School students and Dr. Maxwell. 
 
WHAT:  Guests will hear how this arts partnership will impact students and schools, the progress PGCPS has made in increasing arts 
learning across the district, and experience the benefits of arts learning.   
 
WHY: Research shows a direct connection between participation in the arts and student achievement.  Research also shows having 
the arts in schools contributes to positive school culture and builds the creative and critical thinking skills that our workforce needs.  
Despite these benefits, across the nation, over the last fifteen years, student access to the arts as part of their education, has 
declined.  Young Audiences is honored to partner with Dr. Kevin Maxwell, named a Champion of Change by President Obama for 
his dedication to the arts, because he is committed to ensuring that PGPCS students are not denied the arts as part of a complete 
education. Young Audiences applauds PGCPS for acting upon many of the suggestions the President's Committee on Arts and 
Humanities recommended to restore arts education in our public schools, including building community collaborations, developing 
arts integration programs, and expanding in-school teaching opportunities for artists.  Young Audiences is a community partner that 
is helping the district act upon all three of these recommendations and this event will showcase our collective work.   
 
 
About Young Audiences/Arts for Learning 
Young Audiences, the nation’s largest arts-in-education network, began in Baltimore in 1950. As the Maryland affiliate, we are a 
nonprofit organization devoted to enriching the lives and education of Maryland’s youth through educational and culturally diverse 
arts programs. We partner professional artists from all disciplines with schools throughout Maryland for hands-on arts learning 
experiences. We envision a Maryland where the arts are valued for their capacity to transform lives, and where every student is 
immersed in opportunities to imagine, to create, and to realize their full potential through the arts. For more information, contact 
Young Audiences at 410-837-7577 or visit yamd.org.  
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