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Baltimore City Public Schools and Young Audiences’ Summer Arts Academy Culminates Friday  
With Action-packed Student Culminating Performances and Exhibits  

  
Two hundred Baltimore City Public Schools students, from 93 different schools, will attend their last day of Baltimore 
City Schools and Young Audiences/Arts for Learning's new Summer Arts Academy on Friday, July 31, by showing off their 
art work, performance and new skills through a series of performances and exhibits.  The program includes spoken word 
poetry readings about student’s definition of happiness, a screening of short films expressing students’ identity, and a 
theatre production about healing and uplifting a community.  Parents and community members will be in attendance.  
  
The Academy, which has been hosted by Thomas Jefferson Elementary/Middle School, is a city-wide program for third-
grade through seventh-grade students. This five-week, full-day Summer Arts Academy has a faculty comprised of 10 
professional local artists specializing in filmmaking, sound production, clay, African drumming, modern and African 
dance, and improvisational and urban theatre. The program has been free for participants and filled up within days of 
being announced—showing the huge demand for constructive and creative summer activities for students. The 
Academy, which was open to all Baltimore City third- through seventh-graders, has been well-received by Baltimore City 
parents and students.  Kaliyah Whitaker 6th Grader and Spoken Word Art Major, says, "I learned that Baltimore is a 
good democracy but at times we get carried away with our actions.  I believe that we should come together and use our 
freedom for the better.  Baltimore is beautiful, come here and you'll see." 
  
The Academy was created as part of City Schools CEO Dr. Gregory Thornton’s plan to increase arts education 
opportunities for Baltimore City students. The Academy gives students a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to spend their 
summer learning from the talented artists who live in our community; being introduced to art forms they have never 
experienced before; and delving into two artistic disciplines of their choice. Students performed at Artscape and took 
field trips to the American Visionary Art Museum and Centerstage. The Academy’s literacy component, with the 
overarching theme of “What Makes a Hero?” was team-taught through the arts by City Schools teachers and faculty 
artists. 
  
WHEN and WHERE: Friday, July 31st, in the auditorium of Thomas Jefferson Elementary/Middle School 
605 Dryden Drive, Baltimore, MD 21229 
 

12:30 – 1:30 pm: 1st Group of students perform, rotate between galleries, and have celebratory reflection with 
their class. 
1:45 – 2:30 pm: 2nd Group of students perform, rotate between galleries, and have celebratory reflection with 
their class. 
2:30 – 2:45 pm: Additional time to view galleries.  

 
WHO: 200 third- through seventh-grade students and their parents, as well as the faculty, which is comprised of 10 
professional local artists specializing in filmmaking, sound production, clay, African drumming, modern and African 
dance, and improvisational and urban theatre. This program draws students from 93 different City Schools and is free 
for participants. 
  
WHY: The Summer Arts Academy has been an arts and action-packed, full-day experience that introduces students to a 
variety of art forms and gives them a chance to work alongside students from across the city and be taught by 
professional artists. Students have had five weeks to imagine, create, and express who they are through the arts while 
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concentrating on two art forms of their choice. The Summer Arts Academy supports City Schools CEO Dr. Gregory 
Thornton’s priority of increasing arts education opportunities for Baltimore City students. The site of the Academy, 
Thomas Jefferson Elementary/Middle School, is located in West Baltimore, an area considered a summer programming 
“desert” where many young people do not always have access to enrichment and academic opportunities of this caliber. 
The need for opportunities like this one can be seen in the site’s spots being filled within the week enrollment started. 
  
About Young Audiences/Arts for Learning 
Young Audiences, the nation’s largest arts-in-education network, began in Baltimore in 1950. As the Maryland affiliate, 
we are a nonprofit organization devoted to enriching the lives and education of Maryland’s youth through educational 
and culturally diverse arts programs. We partner professional artists from all disciplines with schools throughout 
Maryland for hands-on arts learning experiences. We envision a Maryland where the arts are valued for their capacity to 
transform lives, and where every student is immersed in opportunities to imagine, to create, and to realize their full 
potential through the arts. For more information, contact Young Audiences at 410-837-7577 or visit yamd.org.  
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