
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Young Audiences’ Summer Arts and Learning Academy Expands, Kicks Off July 5 
Non-profit providing arts education to Baltimore City students grows Academy to four sites 

 
On Tuesday, July 5, Young Audiences/Arts for Learning Maryland will kick off its expanded Summer Arts and Learning Academy 
– a free, five week program immersing low-income students in a wide variety of art forms taught by 36 locally-based 
professional artists. The full-day program will engage up to 900 students (an increase of 650 over last year) in grades K-5, 
encouraging imagination, creation and expression through the arts. Due to the success of the program last year; with 
academic gains by students drawing from 93 different city schools—the district asked YA to expand to four sites: Thomas 
Jefferson Elementary, William Pinderhughes Elementary, Gardenville Elementary and Fort Worthington Elementary.  
 
The morning kickoff welcomes students and their parents to the Academy’s four sites with live music, interactive art 
demonstrations and collaborative, high-energy choreographed assemblies. 
 
Young Audiences’ Summer Arts and Learning Academy builds students’ creative processes, explores math and literacy through 
arts-integration, and introduces art forms such as painting, songwriting, spoken word poetry, dance, piano, singing, visual art, 
sound production, playwriting, fiber art and filmmaking. Students will imagine, create and express themselves through the 
arts, with a chance to concentrate on two art forms. The Academy gives students the opportunity to exhibit their talents at 
Artscape, at pop-up performances in mobile art galleries around the city and at the August 5 culminating event.  
 
“The Summer Arts and Learning Academy presents an incredible opportunity for students to learn through the arts with 
outstanding, talented teaching artists,” said Stacie Sanders, Young Audiences Executive Director. “By immersing our students 
in the arts through integration and hands-on experiences, we prevent the summer learning slide, deepen understanding and 
create joyful classrooms filled with exploration.”  
 
The Summer Arts Academy will also implement the Raz-Kids online reading app, an online and mobile reading resource for 
grades K-5. Baltimore City Public Schools is piloting the app at the Summer Arts and Learning Academy for potential use in the 
2016-17 school year.  
 
Young Audiences’ Summer Arts and Learning Academy is funded by Baltimore City Public Schools, The Abell Foundation, The 
Family League of Baltimore, The Alvin and Fanny B. Thalheimer Foundation and individual contributions to Young Audiences. 
All participants are students at a Title 1 Baltimore City Public School.  
 
About Young Audiences/Arts for Learning 
Young Audiences is the nation’s largest arts-in-education provider and started in Baltimore in 1950. As a Young Audiences 
affiliate, Young Audiences/Arts for Learning (YA) is a nonprofit organization devoted to enriching the lives and education of 
Maryland’s youth through educational and culturally diverse arts programs for more than 65 years. Each year, YA reaches 
more than 180,000 students through over 5,000 arts learning experiences by partnering professional artists from all 
disciplines with schools throughout Maryland for hands-on arts learning experiences. We envision a Maryland where the arts 
are valued for their capacity to transform lives, and where every student is immersed in opportunities to imagine, to create, 
and to realize their full potential through the arts. For more information, contact YA at 410-837-7577 or visit yamd.org. 
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