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Introduction 

In his assembly, Femi the DriFish displays 
various styles of performing spoken-word 
poetry and discusses numerous subject 
matters to cover in writing poetry. This 
program explores the use of figurative 
language in poems, stories, songs, and raps.  

It also demonstrates performance techniques used to effectively present written material—whether it’s 
memorized or read from paper.  Understanding figurative language is a crucial part of having strong literacy 
comprehension skills, while performing techniques enhance effective public speaking in classrooms, theater, 
or professional settings. 
Femi the DriFish is an award winning wordsmith who has released seven full-length albums.  He is 
celebrated as a permanent, visual, and audio exhibit at the Reginald F. Lewis Museum in Baltimore, 
Maryland.  He has toured nationally to over 50 colleges/universities presenting his spoken-word poetry, and 
he has performed at the Tennis U.S. Open, BET’s Lyric Café, ArtScape, Center Stage’s My America project, 
and numerous other festivals.  He has partnered with University of Maryland’s Violence Prevention 
Program, along with numerous commissioned writings for a series of programs, and the list goes on. 

Program Description 
Femi the DriFish’s poetry performance is a spoken-word/slam-poetry journey through the 

various reasons to write and perform. The purpose of the program is to show students that 
the subject matter for writing poetry can include identity, history, social awareness, 
bullying, matters of the heart, the simple things in life, and much more. Using words and 
body language can effectively convey emotions, enhance communication, and creatively 
connect with the others. 

Contact Young Audiences for more information on this and other programs • 410-837-7577 • www.yamd.org 
Young Audiences/Arts for Learning    2600 N Howard Street, Suite 1300    Baltimore, MD 21218

Femi the DriFish presents: 
“Write On,  

Then Say Word!” 



*Please pass along the attached teacher program guide to all 
participating classrooms 

Setup Requirements: 
• One microphone on a microphone stand. 
• Preferably a theater setting or library if it’s convenient enough for very 

large assemblies.  

Artist Arrival Time:       30 minutes prior to performance 

Suggested Introduction:  
“Ladies and Gentleman, Boys and Girls please give a warm welcome to our 
award winning visiting guest performer and poet, Femi the DriFish.” 

Inclement Weather 
DON’T WORRY! Artists will follow school closings and delays and will work 

with you to reschedule the performance if 
necessary. 

Young Audiences Contact Number:  

410-837-7577 

Call 410-837-7577 and follow the prompts to be 
connected with a staff member on call for After 
Hours or Emergency. 

Contact Young Audiences for more information on this and other programs • 410-837-7577 • www.yamd.org 
Young Audiences/Arts for Learning    2600 N Howard Street, Suite 1300    Baltimore, MD 21218

Teacher Program Guide

Femi the DriFish presents: 
“Write On, Then Say Word!” 

Inside this guide: 

• Artist Bio  

• Standards 

• Vocabulary 

• Additional Resources 

•



 

Artist Bio 
Femi Lawal or Femi the DriFish has been a professional spoken-word 
artist and slam poet for more than 10 years. Best known as one half of 
the spoken word/Hip Hop-influenced duo, THE 5th L, Femi uses his 
artistry to encourage his listeners to discover their own unique voices 
and identities in his writings, performances, and teachings. The 
DriFish also partners with University of Maryland’s Violence 
Prevention Program, using his words to address matters such as 
violence and bullying in our communities. 

 

Standards 
Common Core Standard:   
CCSS. ELA-Literacy.RL.5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the 
text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 

Maryland State Curriculum Standards For Fine Arts:   
Standard 1.0 Perceiving and Responding: Aesthetic Education: Students will demonstrate the 
ability to perceive, interpret, perform, and respond to the development of a variety of dramatic forms 
over time and the aesthetic qualities they reflect. 
Standard 3.0 Creative Expression and Production: Students will demonstrate the ability to apply 
theatrical knowledge, principles, and practices to collaborative theatre presentations. 
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Vocabulary 

Poetry: is a type of literature, or artistic writing that attempts to stir a reader's imagination or 
emotions.  

Spoken-Word: performance-based poetry that focuses on the aesthetics of word play and story-telling.  
Metaphor: is a figure of speech containing an implied comparison, in which a word or phrase ordinarily 
and primarily used of one thing is applied to another. 
Simile: is a figure of speech that compares two things or persons which are not similar by using the 
words like or as to make the comparison.  
Hyperbole: is simply the use of over-exaggeration for the purpose of creating emphasis or being 

humorous, but it is not intended to be taken literally. 
 

Personification: is when you assign the qualities of a person to something that isn't human or, in some 
cases, to something that isn't even alive. 
 Imagery: is when the writing appeals to the human 5 senses. 
Voice Projection: is the strength of speaking or singing whereby the voice is used loudly and clearly.  
Eye Contact: make eye contact with your audience/ listeners.  
Body Language: the process of communicating nonverbally through conscious or unconscious gestures 
and movements.  
Cadence: a modulation or inflection of the voice. 
Self-Confidence: a feeling of trust in one's abilities, qualities, and judgment. 
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List of additional resources 
http://www.theguardian.com/childrens-books-site/2014/aug/07/spoken-word-contemporary-poetry-teenagers  

Pre-Performance Activities 
Introduction to poetry in any form; written, performance, even visual poetry. 

Post-Performance Activities- with assessment 
Students can exercise their ability to be descriptive in their writings by following the example demonstrated by 
Femi the DriFish during his performance. Student will use detailed language, along with context clues to 
describe their favorite food without revealing what their favorite food is.  This task will be accomplish with a 
minimum of lines without mentioning the name of the food until the last word of the last line. Students will then 
share their writings within the classroom among their peers. While reciting, students reading will stop right 
before the very last word allowing the classroom to guess the favorite food by raising hands and being selected.    

Classroom Discussion Questions 
How is spoken-word poetry different from rap music lyrics? 
What performance qualities of spoken-word poetry will help you with classroom project presentations?  

Who are some of your favorite musical artists that seem to have poetry in their lyrics? 
What qualities of writing poetry can be applied to essays and book reports?  

Background / Additional Information    

Spoken word is a style of entertainment involving performance-based poetry that focuses on the aesthetics of 
word play and story-telling, that originated from the poetry of African Americans in Harlem. It often includes 
collaboration and experimentation with other art forms such as music, theater, and dance. There is no 
mandatory manner in which to perform spoken word, however, certain aspects of the artistry indicate that it is, 
indeed, spoken word. Spoken word usually tends to focus on the performance of the words themselves, the 
dynamics of tone, gestures, facial expressions, and more. Performers can weave in poetic components - such as 
rhyme, repetition, slang, improvisation, and many more elements of poetry - to create an atmosphere for the 
audience to experience.  
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