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Assembly Coordinator: Please Distribute, Post, and Announce!

Assembly DAte:
Assembly time:
For stuDents in:

Program Description:  

This interactive assembly takes students on a world tour of instruments made out 
of recycled objects. Using recycled materials to make folk instruments is similar in 
Africa, South America, and America. Using the STEM engineering design model as 
a guide, Curtis Blues performs on a wide variety of instruments made out of gourds 
as well as “up-cycled” re-purposed materials. These examples encourage discussions 
with students about how responsible green practices can go far beyond just turning a 
discarded bottle into another bottle as in recycling. We can use discarded items to cre-
ate musical instruments just as people have been doing all over the world throughout 
history.
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* PleAse PAss Along the AttAcheD teAcher ProgrAm guiDe to All 
PArticiPAting clAssrooms.

Setup Requirements
Access to an electrical outlet.
The performer brings everything else. 

Artist Arrival Time
30 minutes prior to performance

Suggested Introduction
“Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls, let’s give a warm welcome to Young Audiences 
of Maryland artist and Solo Blues Artist of the Year Curtis Blues presenting…  Turn-
ing Junk into Musical Instruments!”

Inclement Weather
DON’T WORRY!  Artists will follow school closings/delays.  They will work with you to 
reschedule the performance if necessary.

Young Audiences Contact Number
410-837-7577
After Hours / Emergency Number
Call 410-837-7577 and follow the prompts to be connected with a staff member on call.  
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Artist Bio
Voted Solo Blues Artist of the Year in 2010 by the MD,DC,VA Blues 
Society. Curtis Blues, is a talented musician and educator who is able to 
make music out of anything. Curtis has been playing Delta Blues since 
he was fourteen years old, when he was exposed to some of the last liv-
ing Delta Blues masters at folk festivals. Curtis has recorded two criti-
cally acclaimed CDs and performs at Blues festivals and for thousands 
of school children each year in an effort to pass this precious music down 
to the next generation.

“I thought the Cultural Arts show was wonderful ! It aligned with our US his-
tory standards, bringing a feeling of life in the south alive and vibrant. It was 
obvious that Curtis Blues connected to these students with his music, knowledge 
and soul!”

–Joanne Spino, Grafton Middle School

Performance Description

Your students will experience how “upcycling” is 
the artistic side of “recycling”. I will demonstrate 
musical instruments from all over the world 
made from throw-away items.

Through my association with Young Audiences 
and the Teaching Artist Institute I have broad-
ened my perspective on how teaching the history 
of acoustic Blues can make the curriculum’s his-
tory, music, and language arts details come alive.  
With arts-integrated teaching, students experi-
ence that learning can be engaging and fun.

Inside this guide:

• Artist Bio

• Performance  
Description

• MSC Connectors

• Vocabulary

• List of Resources

• Post-Performance  
Activities
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Next Generation Science Standards, Grade 5

Earth’s Systems, 5-ESS3-1. Obtain and combine information about ways individual communities 
use science ideas to protect the Earth’s resources and environment.

Disciplinary Core Ideas, ESS3.C: Human Impacts on Earth Systems- Human activities in ag-
riculture, industry, and everyday life have had major effects on the land, vegetation, streams, ocean, 
air, and even outer space. But individuals and communities are doing things to help protect Earth’s 
resources and environments. 

Maryland Science Standards, Grade 5

Standard 6.0 Environmental Science: Students will use scientific skills and processes to explain 
the interactions of environmental factors (living and non-living) and analyze their impact from a local 
to a global perspective.  

Topic B. Environmental Issues
Indicator 1. Recognize and explain that decisions influencing the use of natural resources may have 
benefits, drawbacks, unexpected consequences, and tradeoffs.

Objectives:

1. Identify and describe personal and community behaviors that waste natural resources and/or 
cause environmental harm and those behaviors that maintain or improve the environment.

2. Identify and describe that individuals and groups assess and manage risk to the environment dif-
ferently.

Indicator 2. Recognize and describe that consequences may occur when earth’s natural resources 
are used.

Objectives:

Explain how human activities may have positive consequences on the natural environment.
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Maryland State Curriculum Standard: Social Studies 

2.0 Peoples of the Nation and World: Student will understand the diversity and commonality, 
human interdependence, and global cooperation of the people of Maryland, the United States, and 
the World through a multicultural and a historic perspective. 
Topic A. Elements of Culture
Indicator 1. Describe the various cultures of early societies of Maryland
Objectives a. Define how culture influences people 

Maryland State Curriculum Standard: Music

2.0 Historical, Cultural, and Social Context: Students will demonstrate an understanding of 
music as an essential aspect of history and human experience.
• Develop the ability to recognize music as a form of individual and cultural expression through ex-
periencing music as both personal and societal expression

Vocabulary: 

Blues Music: A style of popular music invented by African Americans in the 1920’s.  It has different variations de-
pending on when and where it was played. It uses slurred notes and rhythms to express feelings, both happy and sad.

Delta Blues: Blues music from the region of the Mississippi River Delta, particularly in the state of Mississippi, dur-
ing the 1920s and 1940s before it went to Chicago in the 1940s.

Chicago Blues: A style of electric band music created in the 1940s when Delta musicians migrated to Chicago and 
electrified the Delta blues.

Acoustic Music: Music made without electric instruments (such as electric guitars and keyboards) using the natural 
sound of the instruments. It was most popular in rural areas before electricity was common. An example might be a 
person playing an acoustic guitar with another person on harmonica.

Rhythm: The pattern of musical movement through time. A specific kind of such a pattern, formed by a series of 
notes differing in duration and stress.
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List of Resources:

Online:   www.curtisblues.com

Books: The Roots of the Blues, Samel Charters
  Cuba and Its Music, Ned Sublette

Work Song Rhythms: Rhythms developed as a way to coordinate farm work like chopping down a 
tree or two people sawing wood. It developed into songs that helped people pace their work through 
the day. These rhythms became a basis for the first blues music.

Plantation Music: Music played by slaves on their one day off a week. They often used “Patting 
Juba” rhythms played on their bodies and the banjo as well as singing. This music came before the 
blues and influenced its early development.

Syncopation: A rhythmic style often used by hip-hop artists which adds an extra beat or drops a 
beat in a sequence to make the rhythm more interesting.

Rock ‘n Roll: The style of music that came after Chicago blues which sped up the rhythms of the 
blues and added aspects of country music. “The blues had a baby and they called it Rock ‘N Roll.”

One Man Band: When one person creates the sound of many instruments or plays a few different 
instruments at the same time.

Pre-Performance Activities: 

Play the you tube “Recycled Orchestra – Cateura, Paraguay” for your students. It shows how beauti-
ful music can be found anywhere, even from recycled trash from a landfill. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDQ6c_bLr2o
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Post-Performance Activities: 

- Ask students to infer and predict which modern instruments could be made out of some recycled 
materials.  

- Bring Curtis Blues in for his residency “Exploring Math and Music by Making a One String Guitar” 
through Young Audiences or play you tube “Building musical instruments from recycled materials” 
part 1, 2, 3, or 4. 

- Have students bring different materials from home that they feel could be used to create music – 
toilet paper tubes, beans, paper towels, milk bottles, rubber bands, etc. 

- Have students build instruments out of what they collect.

Classroom Discussion Questions: 
• How do people choose materials to build musical instruments ?
• How does a culture’s natural resources affect what choices they make?

Background/ Additional Information:  

Delta blues is a musical form invented by Afri-
can Americans in the South, particularly Mis-
sissippi, during the 1920’s -1940’s. During the 
great migration of African Americans from the 
agricultural South to the industrial jobs of the 
North, they brought their Delta style music 
with them. This music was electrified with the 
introduction of the electric guitar and access to 
microphones in the 1940’s which served as the 
basis for rock n’ roll  and rap music.
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Building and Playing Percussion Instruments to Explore Fractions of a Whole
Curtis Blues | Young Audiences of Maryland

Grade: 5th

Maryland Fine Art Standards (www.mdk12.org):

Standard 2.0 Historical, Cultural, and Social Context
Students will demonstrate an understanding of music as an essential aspect of history and human experience.

1.Indicator
1. Develop the ability to recognize music as a form of individual and cultural expression through experiencing 
music as both personal and societal expression 
Objective
Describe how music reflects daily experience in North America

Integrated Content Area 

ELA or Math (http://www.corestandards.org)
5.NF.6
Solve real world problems involving multiplication of fractions and mixed numbers, e.g., by using visual frac-
tion models or equations to represent the problem.

Connected Lesson Objective for students (**Teachers—please post!):
Students will build and play percussion instruments using fractions of a whole number.

Lesson Objective(s) for Teachers:Teachers will have a simple, inexpensive model for future lessons on many sub-
jects, including math topics as well as science issues like recycling and acoustics from different materials.

Assessment(s):Students will be demonstrating their mastery of fractions of a whole both in the construction of their 
instruments as well as in their performance.

Modeling (10 min): Teacher will model how to divide up the beans into piles of fractions of the whole number 24 
and 36 using the most obvious ones first. (halves, quarters)

Guided Practice (10 min): Students will demonstrate a multiple of their whole number of beans by putting them in 
separate cups.
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Independent Practice (10 min): Differentiation:
For advanced classes students will go ahead and discover all of the different possible fractions by putting their beans 
into separate cups and listing them on a piece of paper. All must be multiples of their whole number. For classes not 
ready for this step the teacher will lead a brainstorming session to figure out all the possible multiples of the whole numbers 24 and 36.

Closure (5 min): Students will divide up into teams of 4. Each will choose a different number of beans to put into 
their recycled water or milk bottles. They will decide whose bottle as the best sound (loudest, or most pleasing tone) 
and what fraction that represents. Each group demonstrates their ability to play their assigned fractions together as a 
group to a steady beat.The end will have the whole class jam together using their assigned fraction rhythms.

Vocabulary: Arts: Beat is an individual stroke of measured time; the steady pulse of a song. 
Rhythm is which beats are emphasized.

Materials: Teachers will provide washed milk containers and beans.

Resources: www.curtisblues.com

***Extensions for the Teacher: The teachers can use this model for many future lessons concerning fractions and 
decimals. It is a useful model for students who have trouble with word problems to help make the fractions part of 
the word problem concrete. 


