
ASSEMBLY DATE:___________________________________ 

ASSEMBLY TIME:___________________________________ 

FOR STUDENTS IN:_________________________________ 

Introduction 

Tasty Monster Productions, founded in 2011 by Heather Bagnall and Luke Tudball, is a vibrant 
and exciting enterprise which brings together some of the best new talent in the United States 
and the United Kingdom.   
Our program is a theatrical production which is designed to inspire conversation in the 
classroom. We hope to inspire students and teachers to engage in a conversation about social 
issues such as loss and bereavement, the many guises of bullying, the necessity of kindness and 
empathy, and the power of our words in society.  

Contact Young Audiences for more information on this and other programs • 410-837-7577 • www.yamd.org 
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Performance Description 
Ferdinand is a theatrical production which is designed to inspire conversation in the 
classroom. We hope to inspire students and teachers to engage in a conversation about 
social issues such as loss and bereavement, the many guises of bullying, the necessity 
of kindness and empathy, and the power of our words in society. 

 

Contact Young Audiences for more information on this and other programs • 410-837-7577 • www.yamd.org 
Young Audiences/Arts for Learning    2600 N Howard Street, Suite 1300    Baltimore, MD 21218

Teacher Program Guide

"The audience was completely rapt...Callum, 
aged 12, said it was the best thing he had seen 

this year, and Ewan, aged 9 said, 'It has 
taught me two things... it's hard to be an 

adult, and it's hard to be a child.'"                                
- Primary Times -  

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

"While so many theatre groups are regurgitating the 

same material that has been produced for ages, Tasty 

Monster is passionate about creating art that is 
original and personal."  

- Andrew Lloyd Baughman - Producing Artistic 

Director - The Landless Theatre Company

Tasty Monster Productions 
presents  

Ferdinand



*Please pass along the attached teacher 
program guide to all participating classrooms 
Setup Requirements 
• Min performance space 12’ deep  x  20’ wide 
• One 2-socket outlet with plenty of voltage  
• (Old stages sometimes don’t have enough juice in outlets). 
• An offstage area for setup and prep. 

Artist arrival time 

60 minutes prior to performance 

Suggested Introductions 

“In today’s performance you are welcome to laugh if something is funny, 
you’re invited to clap if you see something you like but it isn’t like other shows where you might yell or 
sing or make noise though sometimes you might be asked to participate from your seats. Today, you 
are going to use your eyes and ears and imaginations. But if you’re listening, it means you can’t be 
(talking)…I can see what a clever group you are so I know we’ll have lots to talk about after the show. 
Ladies and Gentleman, boys and girls please give a warm welcome as Tasty Monster Productions 
presents…Ferdinand.” 

Inclement Weather 

DON’T WORRY! Artists will follow school closings and delays and will work with you to reschedule the 
performance if necessary. 

Young Audiences Contact Number: 410-837-7577 

Call 410-837-7577 and follow the prompts to be connected with a staff member on call for After Hours or 
Emergency. 
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Teacher Program Guide

Inside this guide: 

• Artist Bio  

• Standards 

• Vocabulary 

• Pre-Performance 
Activities 

• Post-Performance 
Activities 

• Classroom Discussion 
Quesions 

• Student Handout
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Artists Bio: 
Tasty Monster Productions, founded in 2011 by Heather Bagnall 
and Luke Tudball, is a vibrant and exciting enterprise which 
brings together some of the best new talent in the United States 
and the United Kingdom. Through innovative theatre, cabarets, 
small ensemble shows and lesser known musicals, Tasty Monster 
brings engaging new and re-envisioned works to a broad audience 
while expanding the use of technology and multi-media as a tool 
for storytelling. 

Standards: 
Classroom Connections:  21st Century Skills / Character Education / Anti-Bullying  

Common Core Standard:   

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.2 
Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas. 

Maryland State Curriculum Standards for Fine Arts:   

Artistic Process: Responding  
Anchor Standard 8:  Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work 

Enduring Understanding: Theatre artists’ interpretations of drama/theatre work are influenced by 
personal experiences and aesthetics.  

Essential Question: How can the same work of art communicate different messages to different people? 

Teacher Program Guide
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Indicator 8A: Identify and communicate personal reactions to various types and styles of theatrical 
experiences. 

3-5A:  Effectively reason and interact with others to compare personal feelings about character and plot 
in various theatrical experiences. 

Artistic Process: Connecting  
Anchor Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art 

Enduring Understanding:  Theatre artists allow awareness of interrelationships between self and 
others to influence and inform their work. 

Essential Question: What happens when theatre artists foster understanding between self and others 
through critical awareness, social responsibility, and the exploration of empathy? 

Indicator 10A: Explore how theatre can connect oneself to a 
community or culture. 

Vocabulary:  
• Bull Fighter (n) - a person who participates in a bullfight, 

a traditional Spanish, Portuguese, or Latin American 
spectacle in which a bull is fought in an arena. 

• Picadore (n) - a bullfighter on horseback who pricks the 
bull with a lance to weaken it and goad it. 

• Banderillero (n) - a bullfighter who uses banderillas (a 
decorated dart thrust into a bull's neck or shoulders 
during a bullfight). 

• Matador (n) - a bullfighter who wears brightly colored 
clothing and fights the bull with a cape.  

Teacher Program Guide
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• Bully (n) - a person who uses strength or power to harm or intimidate those who are weaker;   
(v) - use superior strength or influence to intimidate (someone), typically to force him or her to do 
what one wants.   Also, an expression meaning "worthy, jolly, admirable.” 

• Kindness (n) - the quality of being friendly, generous, and considerate. 

• Empathy (n) - the ability to understand and share the feelings of another. 

• Dodgeball (n) - a game in which players in a circle try to hit opponents inside the circle with an 
inflated ball, thus eliminating them. 

• Oasis (n) - (context of program) something serving as 
a refuge, relief, or pleasant change from what is 
usual, annoying, difficult, etc.  Also, a small 
fertile or green area in a desert region, usually 
having a spring or well.  

• Downsizing (v) - make (something) smaller. Make (a 
company or organization) smaller by eliminating 
staff positions. 

• Disheveled (adj) - untidy; disordered. 

• Vigilant (adj) - keeping careful watch for possible danger or difficulties. 

• Kaleidoscope (n) - a toy consisting of a tube containing mirrors and pieces of colored glass or paper, 
whose reflections produce changing patterns that are visible through an eyehole when the tube is 
rotated; a constantly changing pattern or sequence of objects or elements. 

• Gender Stereotypes (n) - Simple portrayals of people, based on generalizations based on gender. 

• Loss (n) - The fact or process of losing something or someone. The state or feeling of grief when 
deprived of someone or something of value. 

Teacher Program Guide
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List of Additional Resources: 
• http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/323491/the-story-of-ferdinand-by-munro-leaf/9780140502343  

• https://www.stopbullying.gov  

• http://stompoutbullying.org  

• http://www.theline.org.au/discussing-gender-stereotypes-at-home (This is specifically geared to 9-11 yr olds) 

• http://www.livescience.com/6621-kids-learn-gender-stereotypes-home.html  

• http://mediasmarts.ca/tipsheet/talking-kids-about-gender-stereotypes-tip-sheet  

• http://www.parents.com/toddlers-preschoolers/development/behavioral/avoiding-gender-stereotypes/  

Pre-Performance Activities:   
• It is not necessary to be familiar with the book The Story of Ferdinand by Munro Leaf, but it is worth 

a revisit. It can be used in art class for the illustrations.  There is also a Disney movie available. It is 
also a very quick read for 1-3 grades.  

• Have students make drawing of their ideas of a bully which will be utilized for a post-show discussion. 

• Have students complete the first two columns of a KWL chart about 
EMPATHY.  What they KNOW about empathy and what they WANT to 
know.  Direct students to consider the questions they have while they 
watch the performance. 

• Have students write definitions of love and hate on post its. Stick them 
to a chart and direct students to consider how love and hate are part of 
the performance.  After the performance, have students revisit their 
definitions and use those with the Hate/Love List activity post 
performance. 

Teacher Program Guide
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Post-Performance Activities:   
• KWL Chart:  Revisit the KWL chart and have students share what they LEARNED about empathy 

from the performance.  Work with students to answer the questions from the WANT column as well.  

• Bully Drawings:  Review drawings from before the show. How are they different from the characters 
in the play? How are they the same? Who does their drawing most resemble from the play? 

• Crumpled Paper Experiment:  Have students make a drawing (about ten minutes or less), then 
crumple the paper and then lay it out again. Students apologize to the paper. Did it return to its 
original form? This is meant to start a dialogue about how our actions have impact, even if we say we 
are sorry. Follow up questions: 

How do you feel when you look at the paper? How has it changed? Imagine that was a friend or a 
family member. How do you feel seeing your friend isn’t the same as before? How does this 
experiment relate to the show? To the relationship between Ferdinand and Timothy? Between Tom 
and Mr. Reeves? Between Tom and Ferdinand? 

• Empathy Experiment:  Students are given the option of writing something mean about a classmate 
with the caveat that they will be the only one to see it. Teacher gives about 5 min and then collects 
papers and announces he/she will read them out loud. DO NOT read them. Instead, destroy them.  

Utilize follow up questions: Without revealing what you wrote, how did you feel when you 
thought I would read them aloud? How did you feel as you wrote something mean? Did you feel 
like you could be meaner because the other person wouldn’t know?  

All students pick a partner and repeat this experiment except now students write something 
kind about their partner. Partners trade papers and read back comments out loud to each other.  

Utilize follow up questions: How did you feel when you heard your words read back about you? 
How did you feel as you wrote something kind? Do you think it makes a difference when you say 
something to someone? How is this different from writing a letter or email or text? Is it harder or 
easier when you are looking at the person you are speaking to? 

Teacher Program Guide
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• The Hate/Love List:  Teacher puts the words hate and love on the board. Students list things that 
fall into either category (make it clear these are things not people). Discuss the meaning of love and 
hate. Students discuss the power of words and identify if love and hate are the correct words. With the 
help of the instructor, students find synonyms that more accurately represent how they feel about 
these things.  

*Instructor can utilize a thesaurus, a hand out of synonyms or even a list of synonyms on the board but it is 
more effective for students learning the power of their words if they can formulate the list.  

How does this relate to the program? How important is it to find the right words? How important 
is it to think about the words we use? 

• Graffiti Wall:  This can be a single day wall on the board or a longer art installation. Students are 
given a blank ideally white wall and told they can put anything on the wall (poems, pictures,…) that 
makes them happy with the caveat that it will be on public view and if there is anything deemed 
offensive or against school policy, the entire 
wall will be wiped clean. Students are given 
a certain amount of time to fill the wall (1 
hour to 1 day recommended) and teacher 
evaluates the content. If anything is 
offensive, the entire wall must be wiped 
clean. Should this happen, students engage 
in a discussion of how the actions of one 
person can affect and ruin the experience for 
everyone and that each student is 
accountable to their fellow students. They 
are given another chance to decorate the 
wall, this time partnering together with 
teacher supervision. Same rules apply. 

Teacher Program Guide
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Classroom Discussion Questions:   
1. Discuss the different forms of bullying demonstrated in the show. Who are the bullies? Did 

Ferdinand bully Timothy, why or why not? Can you identify why certain characters bully?  

2. How do you describe empathy? Have you ever said something that hurt someone and you didn’t 
mean to or didn’t know you had hurt them? Has anyone hurt you intentionally or not intentionally?  

3. Have you ever used the word hate when you didn’t mean it? What are other words we use without 
thinking about what they truly mean? 

  

Teacher Program Guide
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Vocabulary:  
• Bull Fighter (n) - a person who participates in a bullfight, a traditional 

Spanish, Portuguese, or Latin American spectacle in which a bull is 
fought in an arena. 

• Picadore (n) - a bullfighter on horseback who pricks the bull with a 
lance to weaken it and goad it. 

• Banderillero (n) - a bullfighter who uses banderillas (a decorated dart 
thrust into a bull's neck or shoulders during a bullfight). 

• Matador (n) - a bullfighter who wears brightly colored clothing and 
fights the bull with a cape.  

• Bully (n) - a person who uses strength or power to harm or intimidate those who are weaker; 

 (v) - use superior strength or influence to intimidate (someone), typically to force him or her to do what 
one wants.   Also, an expression meaning "worthy, jolly, admirable.” 

• Kindness (n) - the quality of being friendly, generous, and considerate. 

•Empathy (n) - the ability to understand and share the feelings of another. 

•Dodgeball (n) - a game in which players in a circle try to hit opponents inside the 
circle with an inflated ball, thus eliminating them. 

•Oasis (n) - (context of program) something serving as a refuge, relief, or pleasant 
change from what is usual, annoying, difficult, etc.  Also, a small fertile or green area 
in a desert region, usually having a spring or well.  

•Downsizing (v) - make (something) smaller. Make (a company or organization) 
smaller by eliminating staff positions. 

• Disheveled (adj) - untidy; disordered. 

• Vigilant (adj) - keeping careful watch for possible danger or difficulties. 

• Kaleidoscope (n) - a toy consisting of a tube containing mirrors and pieces of colored glass or paper, whose 
reflections produce changing patterns that are visible through an eyehole 
when the tube is rotated; a constantly changing pattern or sequence of objects 
or elements. 

• Gender Stereotypes (n) - Simple portrayals of people, based on generalizations 
based on gender. 

• Loss (n) - The fact or process of losing something or someone. The state or feeling 
of grief when deprived of someone or something of value. 
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From the vocabulary list above, fill in the blank. 
1) I work with a lot of people, but I have my own space, my cubicle, my little ____________________. 
2) We had lost a lot of clients and staff. Everything is being ______________________. 
3) I noticed one day when I got home that Ferdinand looked a little more ___________________ than 

usual. 
4) The ___________________ with their long sharp pins stick the bulls to make them mad. And the 

___________________ ride skinny little horses and carry long, sharp spears to make the bulls even 
madder.  

5) I’m proud of you Dad. I’m glad you’re not a _______________________. 
6) In that moment, I saw my wife and our son and all the things we had planned together in a 

___________________. 

Identifying Empathy: 
Describe a moment from the play when one character displayed empathy or understanding of emotion for another 

character. 

Describe a moment from the play where you experienced empathy (understanding) with one character.  

 

Describe a moment in the play where someone bullied another character. Why did 
they do it?  

Answer Key for Fill in the Blanks 
1) I work with a lot of people, but I 
have my own space, my cubicle, 
my little     OASIS    . 
2) We had lost a lot of clients and 
staff. Everything is being   
DOWNSIZED  . 
3) I noticed one day when I got 
home that Ferdinand looked a little 
more   DISHEVELED   than usual. 
4) The   BANDERILLEROS   with 
their long sharp pins stick the bulls 
to make them mad.  And 
the   PICADORES   ride skinny little 
horses and carry long, sharp 
spears to make the bulls even 
madder.  
5) I’m proud of you Dad. I’m glad 
you’re not a   MATADOR  . 
6) In that moment I saw my wife 
and our son and all the things we 
had planned together in 
 a   KALEIDOSCOPE  .


