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Program Description:   
In this exciting and interactive program, students sing, shake and sound out rhythms while trying 
regional Latin dances and practicing Spanish words. During this program, students will “travel” 
around the Americas making stops in several countries such as Mexico, Cuba and Brazil. At each 
stop we will sing songs that not only teach us new words in Spanish, but also teach us about one of 
the musical rhythms from that country. In Mexico, we sing La Bamba while we learn the words for 
“up” and “down.” In Cuba we dance the Mambo, and in the Dominican Republic we sing a bachata 
tune in which we practice the words for different colors. Throughout the program, themes of 
friendship and multiculturalism are reinforced during this exploration of Latin America. 



*Please pass along the attached teacher program guide to all participating classrooms 

Setup Requirements 

•The performer requires availability to the room at least 30 minutes prior 
to the performances and 15 minutes after the performance. The room or 
space should have an electrical outlet at reachable distance. 

Artist arrival time 

30 minutes before performance time 

Suggested Introductions 

“Good morning/ afternoon everyone, please welcome 123 Andrés! 
(pronounced uno, dos, tres, undres”) 

Inclement Weather 

DON’T WORRY! Artists will follow school closings and delays and will 
work with you to reschedule the performance if necessary. 

Young Audiences Contact Number: 410-837-7577 

After Hours / Emergency Number:  

Call 410-837-7577 and follow the prompts to be connected with a staff member on call.  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Artist Bio 

Latin Grammy winner 123 Andrés is one of the most exciting new voices on the family music scene 
in the US and Latin America – “A rockstar for little language learners” according to Billboard. A 
native of Bogotá, Colombia, Andrés brings to audiences joyful sounds, passion for bilingualism and 
a highenergy love of music that gets kids singing and dancing in Spanish and English.  

Andrés believes in using music as a tool to encourage empathy towards others and pride in one’s 
own culture. While teaching Spanish words and showcasing different Latin sounds, Andrés also 
aims for children to emerge more accepting, tolerant and curious about new people who are 
different from them. 
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Maryland State Curriculum Standards For Fine Arts:   

Maryland State Curriculum Standards For Fine Arts:   
Music Standard 1.0 Perceiving and Responding: Aesthetic Education: Students will demonstrate the 
ability to perceive, perform, and respond to music. 
Music Standard 2.0 Historical, Cultural, and Social Context: Students will demonstrate an understanding 
of music as an essential aspect of history and human experience. 

Vocabulary 

• Numbers from 1 to 10: Uno, dos, tres, cuatro, cinco, 
seis, siete, ocho, nueve, diez 

• Hola: Hello 
• Amigo: Friend  
•  Manos: Hands 
• Pies: Feet 
• Cabeza: Head 
• Amarillo: Yellow 
• Verde: Green 
• Azul: Blue 
• Rojo: Red 
•  Arriba: up 
•  Abajo: down 

Teacher Program Guide
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List of Resources 

An online trivia quiz for kids about Latin America.   

http://www.funtrivia.com/newflash/trivia.cfm?qid=302753 

 

Geography games for Central and South America. Lots of 
different levels are available - there’s something suitable for all 
ages. http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/
South_America_Geography.htm  

 

Play a virtual guitar! http://
www.virtualmusicalinstruments.com/guitar  
Click on the strings, from top to bottom, to hear the sound 
each string makes. How many strings are there? Start with 
the chord setting as “open.” Then change to a different chord 
and “strum” the strings again. Listen to how the sound 
changes.    
During the show, watch how Andrés uses one hand to strum the strings, 
and the other hand to create chords.  

Teacher Program Guide
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Learn about non-Western instruments from the Latino world! 
Latin music includes lots of instruments Western musical instruments that teachers and students will 
be familiar with, like the guitar, the saxophone, and the drums. But there are many other instruments 
that you may not have heard of or seen before.  

Güiro (gu-EE-ro)  
See the güiro in action: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y9qVuCIMTag  

This musical instrument that can be found in lots of different Latin music. Hear what 
the güiro sounds like, and even make your own güiro using household materials. 

http://www.dariamusic.com/guiro.php 

Cuica (ku-EE-ka)  
See the cuica in action: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBkU5-_TEhs  
This musical instrument is especially found in the Brazilian samba. It’s 
in the drum family, but it doesn’t sound like a regular drum. It almost 
sounds like a squealing animal! Students can make their own cuicas using 
simple materials. See the “step by step demonstration” video.  
http://www.exploratorium.edu/afterschool/activities/index.php?activity=135 

A short slideshow of different types of Latin American music and the instruments used. http://
www.ehow.com/about_5370588_instruments-used-latin-american-music.html#page=0  
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Resource Books for Teachers: 

• Schiler, Pam. The Bilingual Book of Rhymes, Songs, Stories and Fingerplays. Silver Spring, MD: 
Gryphon House, 2004. 

• Robinson, Fay. Hispanic-American Crafts Kids Can Do! Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow Elementary, 
2006. 

• Campbell, Patricia Shehan., and Ana Lucía. Frega. Songs of Latin America: From the Field to the 
Classroom = Canciones De América Latina : De Sus Orígenes a La Escuela. Miami, FL: Warner Bros., 
2001. 

 

Books for students of all ages 

Say Hello! - Rachel Isadora (grades Preschool-1) 
Carmelita loves to greet everyone in her neighbourhood. There are 
people from so many different cultures! They all like to say hello too, 
so now Carmelita can say hello in Spanish, English, French, 
Japanese and many other languages. Rachel Isadora's eye-catching 
collages are full of kid-friendly details, making Carmelita's 
neighbourhood fun to explore. This simple portrait of a child's day 
provides a great introduction to the joy of language. 

Once upon a Time: Traditional Latin American Tales/ Había 
Una Vez: Cuentos Tradicionales Latinoamericanos – Rueben Martínez, David Unger, and Raúl 
Colón (grades Preschool - 2) 
Enter an enchanted world of kings and giants, where cockroaches play dress-up and coyotes fly to the 
moon! In this lively bilingual collection of short stories, Spain and Latin America's most beloved tales 
are retold for a new generation. 
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El barrio - Deborah M. Newton Chocolate (grades Preschool-2) 
Join a young boy as he explores his vibrant neighborhood. The city shimmers with life - at once a party, 
a waltz, and a heartbeat. El Barrio is his sister preparing for her quinceanera, his grandfather singing 
about the past, and his cousins' stories from other lands. The city is alive with the rhythms of the 
street.Told in lyrical language and through bold, colorful illustrations, this celebration of Hispanic 
culture and urban life is sure to fire children's curiosity about where they live and what they can 
discover in their own neighborhoods. 

Marisol McDonald doesn't match/ Marisol McDonald no combina -  Monica Brown (grades 
Preschool-2) 
The vivacious Peruvian-Scottish-American protagonist of this bilingual book has brown skin and hair 
"the color of fire." Her friends tell her that she "doesn't match," because of her appearance and her 
wardrobe, but when Marisol tones down her style, she realizes that it doesn't feel right. Palacio's collage 
work incorporates newsprint, vibrant patterns, and Peruvian motifs, echoing the message about being 
true to oneself. 

Lola’s Fandango - Anna Witte (grades K-2) 
Lola lives with her parents and amazing older sister in a city apartment. 
It seems that everything Clementina does is perfect, and Lola has nothing 
special to offer. When she discovers a beautiful pair of dancing shoes while 
rummaging around her mother's closet, she convinces her father to teach 
her the flamenco so she can dance like her mother once did. They secretly 
practice on the roof of their building, and Lola develops duende: "Spirit. 
Attitude." When the family plans a surprise birthday party for their 
mother, Lola finally has her moment to shine. 

Grandma’s Records - Eric Velasquez (grades 1-3) 
Every summer, Eric goes to live with his grandmother in El Barrio (Spanish Harlem) while his parents 
work. Through the long hot days, Grandma fills her apartment with the blaring horns and conga drums 
of Bomba y Plena, salsa, and merengue-the music she grew up with in Puerto Rico-sharing her 
memories and passions with Eric. But Eric sees Grandma in a new light when she gets them tickets to 
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hear their favorite band in concert. 

My name is Celia: the life of Celia Cruz/ Me llamo Celia: la vida de 
Celia Cruz - Monica Brown (grades 2-4) 
An exuberant picture-book biography of the Cuban-born salsa singer. 
From its rhythmic opening, the first-person narrative dances readers 
through Cruz's youth in Havana, a childhood bounded by scents of 
nature and home, the sweet taste of sugar, and the sound of music. A 
singer from an early age, Cruz sang so continually that one of her 
teachers finally urged her to share her voice with the world. Thus 
encouraged, she entered competitions, undeterred when her racial 
heritage prevented her from competing. Undeterred, even, when the 
advent of Castro's communist regime forced her to leave Cuba as a 

refugee. Positive even in exile, Cruz made New York City her own and took Miami 
by storm. The salsa-influenced prose presented in English and in Spanish is followed by a 
straightforward vita of the singer, noting her death in July 2003. 

Latino rainbow: poems about Latino Americans - Carlos Cumpian (grades 3-6) 
This collection of 20 poems in picture-book format introduces aspects of Latino culture in the United 
States. The chronologically arranged selections range in topic from the colonization of California by the 
Spanish, to Ellen Ochoa, the first Latina astronaut. Cumpián's poetry captures with interesting 
rhythms, some of the most dramatic moments of the history between Mexico and the United States. The 
poems will allow children to discover for themselves these interesting events and figures of importance 
to the Latino culture in this country. 

Under the mambo moon - Julia Durango (grades 4-6) 
On summer nights Marisol helps out in Papi's music store. As customers come and go, they share 
memories of the Latin music and dance of their various homelands, expressed in a dazzling array of 
poetry. The diversity of Latin American music is brought to life in poems that swivel, sway, and sizzle 
with the rhythms of merengue, vallenatos, salsa, and samba. 
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PrePerformance Activities 
 

What is Latin America? Where is it?  
Depending on the grade level, teachers may want to discuss with students what 
Latin America is. The region, which covers an area approximately twice the size of 
the United States, consists of many countries which each have a unique culture. 
Each country has different kinds of music rhythms and dances. Students might make a 
list of all the countries they can think of in Latin America. Does anyone in the class have a 
family that comes from Latin America, or know anyone who does? Has anyone tasted food 
from a Latin American country, or heard any type of Latin American music?  

Then students can become familiar with Latin America on a map. Locate and label the countries that 
will be featured during the performance – Mexico, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Colombia, the 
Bahamas, Brazil, Argentina – as well as any others.  

Counting in Spanish 
During the performance, there will be a few songs 
that feature numbers. Teachers can get kids prepared 
by reviewing the numbers from 1-10 in Spanish, if 
students don’t know them already. Practice counting:  
uno, dos, tres, cuatro, cinco, seis, siete, ocho, nueve, 
diez 

Number Memory en Español 
Students can cut out the pieces on the Number 
Memory pieces (handout attached) and play in pairs, 
groups, or individually.  

Teacher Program Guide
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Hacer Cuentas Mentalmente (Mental Math in Español) 
In this game, the teacher starts out saying a number in Spanish. Then the teacher gives math steps in 
Spanish (such as “add tres”). Students perform the math mentally in their head. After a certain number 
of math steps, the teacher reveals the answer and students can verify whether they got it right. 
Example:  

Dos 
Times ocho 
Minus cinco 
Times tres 
Menos tres 
Divided by diez 
Answer: tres 

Teachers can increase the challenge for older or advanced 
students by introducing greater numbers (e.g. numbers in 
Spanish up to twenty) or introducing the operation words in 
Spanish.  
● más = plus 
● menos = minus 
● multiplicado por = times (multiplied by) 
● dividido por = divided by 

Post-Performance Activities- with assessment:   
Music Standard 1.0 Perceiving and Responding: Aesthetic Education: Students will demonstrate the 
ability to perceive, perform, and respond to music. 

Keep the beat 
When we make and listen to music, we move to the beat. The teacher can clap out a pattern, and have 
students imitate the beat. Practice doing the same beat for several cycles to do a steady beat. After 
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some practice, the teacher can also choose students to take turns make up a beat pattern for the class 
to imitate.  

Now listen to pieces of the songs from each genre, and try to clap to the beat. The teacher can lead 
students in using different parts of the body in keeping time with the music. For example, try moving 
your shoulders, marching around the room, or tapping on the desk or carpet, in time with the music. 
Students can also make güiros or cuicas (see activities in an earlier section) and play their instruments 
to the beat.  

For these genres, the basic pattern is:  
 
Clap, clap, clap, clap 
Clap, clap, clap, clap 

Cumbia (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HpCj32s7mj8)  

Samba (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bqao21cZ5nM)  

Tango (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tcnKHPU0ZMY) 

For the bachata, the pattern is slightly different. It goes:  
Clap, clap, clap, stomp 
Clap, clap, clap, stomp 

Can you hear it?  

Bachata (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hfw10Q53R8M)  

Describe the genre 
During the performance, Andrés played cumbia, samba, tango and bachata, but it didn’t sound like the 
recordings from the previous activity because Andrés only had his guitar with him! Listen to the 
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recordings again. What instruments do you hear? Students and teachers may not be able to identify all 
the instruments because some of them aren’t used in American music and you may not be familiar with 
them. Still, try to describe the sounds you hear.  

Name that genre! 
Now that students have familiarized themselves with four Latin American musical genres, play clips of 
these songs for them and have students identify the genre they belong to. Listen for characteristics. For 
example, if you hear the squealing sound of the cuica, you know it’s a samba.  
After they have named the genre, teachers can ask follow-up questions. How did you know? What 
instruments do you hear? Can you clap or march out the beat? (Tip: only let students listen to the 
music, not watch the videos, because some of the videos might give the answer away!) 

1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUUbg1PUK8I  
2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_4NBD3SqBwg   
3. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hbTjFbuhw-A  
4. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBXfpFzTNCE  
5. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0prB4DNbHug  
6. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eaD90o7cgDM  
7. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FQ4zObtAOuI  
8. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HdepIOmowfU  
9. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EffuozyzJGk  
10.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0p7jq9D2J3Y  
11.http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rHZkfeSgfI4  
12.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVcXLgeEW-s  
13.http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ExNtdHrCa2U  
14.http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tn4mykIRFqs  
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Answers 
1. samba 
2. bachata 
3. tango 

4. samba 
5. cumbia 
6. samba 
7. tango 

8. bachata 
9. cumbia 
10.samba 
11. tango 

12.bachata 
13.cumbia 
14.tango
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World Languages Standard 1.0 - Communication 
1.3. Presentational: Students present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or 
readers on a wide variety of topics in the target language. 

Color collages 
Using a large sheet of paper (e.g. 11 x 17) divide it into four quadrants. Label each quadrant with one of 
the four colors we learned during the assembly - amarillo, verde, azul and rojo. Then have students 
draw objects that are those colors. Here are some examples:  
● Amarillo - sunflowers, a banana, gold jewelry, a lemon 
● Verde - a leaf, a green apple, an iguana (or other lizard), many vegetables (like broccoli) 
● Azul - blue jeans, blue berries, the sky 
● Rojo - a fire truck, a fire hydrant, an apple, strawberries 

Teachers can challenge students to think of things that are strong examples of that color. A chair 
wouldn’t be a good example for any color, because chairs can come in all colors (unless there’s a special 
chair in your classroom that is one of the colors above). 
A banana, or the Yellow Brick Road (from the Wizard of 
Oz), on the other hand, are good examples of amarillo 
because they always are yellow.  
A modification for younger students would be to make 
collages instead, using magazines. Students can cut 
out any object or design they find for each color, and 
paste it in the correct quadrant.  
A modification for older or more advanced students 
would be to have them search in a Spanish-English 
dictionary to find the word of each of the objects. Then 
they can label their drawings with the Spanish and 
English words. Older students can then present their 
projects to the class and share the new vocabulary 
words they learned.  
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Classroom Discussion Questions:   

La Bamba 
Ritchie Valens, a teenage heartthrob from the 1950’s, made the 
song La Bamba popular in the US in 1958. Hear Ritche Valens 
singing La Bamba and see old footage of young people dancing to it: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCXlp3D5NQA. How would you 
describe this style of music? What instruments do you hear?  
Ritchie was only 16 when this song was a hit and he become 
famous. What are examples of singers and musicians who are 
popular today?  
La Bamba was a traditional song that was popular in a region of 
Mexico called Veracruz well before Ritchie Valens brought it to the 
US. In this recording you can hear La Bamba how it was played in 

Veracruz: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tvtcleT1vbs. What instruments do you hear?  
In this video (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHqXgJ-KmV8), you can see the traditional folk dance 
that goes along with this style of music. Watch what they do with the ribbon! 
Listen to Ritche Valens’ version, and then listen to the traditional Mexican version. How are the two 
versions similar, and how are they different? Which version do you like better? Why do you think Ritche 
Valens changed La Bamba when he played it in the US? (Teachers might play other popular music from 
the time, such as Elvis Presley or Buddy Holly, and help students see how Ritchie Valens’ “rock-and-
roll-ized” La Bamba for US audiences.)  

El Mambo 
During the show Andrés played a mambo. The name of this mambo is Mambo #8, and it was by Dámaso 
Perez Prado. Perez Prado was from Cuba, but he traveled to Mexico for his musical career, and from 
there he traveled to New York. Do you know anyone who moved to a different city or country to get a 
better job or to improve their career? If you were a musician, what city do you think would be the best to 
move to, to advance your career and “make it big”? Why? 
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Here is a video of Perez Prado doing Mambo #8: 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N_T35xt9iuM.  
What instruments do you see? How many musicians are 
there? Can you hear Perez Prado saying “Hoo!” after the 
group says “Maaaam-bo”? Practice counting along with the 
musicians in Spanish: Uno, dos, tres, cuatro, cinco, seis, siete, 
ocho, maaaam-bo!  
Why do you think the announcer at the beginning calls this 
music “wild” and “exciting”? What do you think the audience 
thinks of this new style of music?  
  
In-depth sample lesson plan:  See attached document   

Classroom handout:   

Number Memory Game Pieces (see attachment) 

Blank Map of Latin America (see attachment BlankMapofLatinAmerica.docx) 

Name the Country! map  

(available copyright-free at http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/testmaps/samer.gif; answers: http://
www.worldatlas.com/webimage/testmaps/samera.gif)   

What’s missing?    
Since my assembly is for all elementary grades, throughout this document I have tried to include 
resources that are appropriate for different ages and add ideas for how activities can be adapted for 
different grade levels.  
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Sample Lesson Plan -  Young Audiences of Maryland
Lesson Title: Travel Brochure with Juana the Iguana

Artist’s Name: ¡Uno, Dos, Tres con Andrés!
Teacher’s Name:
School:

Grade:

Integrated Content Area:  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

Lesson Objectives  

Students will create a tourist brochure for “Juana la Iguana Tours,” a traveling company that does trips around 
Latin America. 
Students will include use grade-appropriate research skills to find key information about the destination 
countries that would make Juana’s customers feel prepared and eager to travel with her. 

Introduction/ Motivation (10 minutes)  

During the assembly, we met Juana the Iguana, a reptilian friend who likes to travel and dance. Juana needs 
help promoting her business, so we are going to help design a brochure for her.  

Teachers should explain to students what brochures are, and should have several travel brochures on hand for 
students to flip through to get ideas for what their brochure should contain.  

The requirements teachers set for what the brochures should contain will vary according to the students’ grade 
level. Here are some ideas for what the brochures could contain: 
- A large map of Latin America, with the travel destinations labeled and colored 
- Images, such as the flag of the country  

- Key facts about the country such as the capital city and other important cities; language(s) spoken; 
information about the landscape (are there plains, jungles, beaches, mountains?); information about the climate



Modeling (10 min):  

The teacher should prepare an example that he/she has created in advance to demonstrate the activity to 
students.
Guided Practice (10 min):  

The class can create a giant brochure together for one of the Latin American countries, using chart paper, as a 
group activity. Students practice using the research materials to find key information about the country, and 
share it with the class to add to the class’ brochure.
Independent Practice (10 min):  

Students prepare their brochure projects. Students can work together to provide suggestions on each other’s 
projects, or students can prepare their projects as a team (e.g. each student does research on a different 
country).
Assessment/Closer (5 min):  

Students should share their finished products with each other. Students can present their brochure in small 
groups to each other.
Vocabulary  

Spanish-language vocabulary for the dictionary portion, including:  

-Numbers from 1 to 10: Uno, dos, tres, cuatro, cinco, seis, siete, ocho, nueve, diez -Hola: Hello 
-Amigo: Friend  
- Manos: Hands  

-Pies: Feet -Cabeza: Head -Amarillo: Yellow -Verde: Green -Azul: Blue -Rojo: Red 
- Arriba: up  
- Abajo: down  

Country capital  
Climate words (e.g. humid, arid, precipitation)  
Landscape words (e.g. plains, jungles, beaches, mountains)

- A short description of the national dance and music.  
- A basic dictionary for travelers with basic words like, hello, friend, the words for body parts, the words for 
colors. This can include words learned during the assembly, and teachers can also challenge students to find new 
words they think would be useful to travelers. 
- Contact information (such as a made up website or phone number) for Juana’s company  
For younger students, this activity can be as simple as writing a few sentences, coloring drawings and cutting, 
pasting and labeling images. Older students can do more research about a country of their choice, or even use 
technology to produce an "infomercial" that Juana could use to promote travel to that Latin American country.



Materials  
Paper, pencils and colored pencils
Resources  

- Sample travel brochures for students to refer to (can be from local tourist areas, like Annapolis, Baltimore, or 
Washington, DC) 
- Grade appropriate research materials like reference books, dictionaries and atlases 
- Grade-appropriate reference websites, such as National Geographic’s “Countries”  

section: http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/find/






