
Introduction 
Relief sculpture has been used for centuries to commemorate people and events. It is a 
form common to many cultures across time. In this residency students can use an ancient 
art form to tell a new story.  Creating a ceramic relief tile mural provides an opportunity 
for students to work collaboratively to create an arts integrated project incorporating 
social studies, literature, science or math. 

Suzanne has been a working artist for more than 30 years and uses ceramic relief in her 
own artwork to create frames for her embroideries. Please note: It is necessary that the 
school have a kiln to engage the artist for this residency.  
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Program Description 
In this residency students will design and create a ceramic relief sculpture mural on a theme 
which could incorporate literature, science, history, or other curriculum objectives. 

Students will learn how relief sculptures have been used throughout history by many 
cultures. They will view both historic examples as well as examples of student work.  The 
artist will guide students through the design process, helping them make sketches of the 
proposed tile. Next, they will work with the artist in arranging the individual sketches to 
create a unified composition. 

Students will then learn basic techniques for ceramic slab work. They will learn how to create 
low and high relief and texture on their tiles. 

Once the wet clay work has been completed, it must dry for about a week. When the clay is 
dry, the artist will load the work into the kiln. Once the work is fired, the artist will meet with 
students to glaze the tiles. The tiles must be fired a second time before the finished work can 
be assembled. If scheduling permits, it is preferable to provide students with the opportunity 
to assist in gluing and grouting the mural panels. 

If a mural installation is not desired, student work can remain as individual projects. 
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General Information: 
Inclement Weather 

DON’T WORRY! Artists will follow school closings and delays and will 
work with you to reschedule the performance if necessary. 

Young Audiences Contact Number: 410-837-7577 

Call 410-837-7577 and follow the prompts to be connected with a staff 
member on call for After Hours or Emergency. 

Artists Bio: 
Suzanne Herbert-Forton has been a working artist in Baltimore for over 30 years. She creates and 
exhibits mixed media pieces using hand embroidery, ceramics and found objects. The work is 
inspired in part by the artisans of the middle ages and 
by her Russian orthodox heritage. 
Her background in fiber arts and abiding interest in 
costuming has also led to a simultaneous theatrical 
career working with wardrobe for professional touring 
companies. 
Suzanne enjoys sharing her skills, working with 
children and adults, and teaching in a wide range of 
settings both in and out of the classroom. She has 
worked as a teaching artist for many years, with a 
passion for arts and arts integration. 
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Standards: 
Common Core Standard: 

Residencies can be used as an extension to further 
explore curriculum content and align with Common 
Core standards. For instance, a project on life in 
colonial America might align with:  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3 
Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a 
historical, scientific, or technical text based on 
specific information in the text, including what 
happened and why.  

Maryland State Curriculum Standards for Fine 
Arts:

1.0 Perceiving and Responding: Aesthetic 
Education -- Students will demonstrate the ability to perceive, interpret, and respond to ideas, 
experiences, and the environment through visual art. 

  

List of additional resources:   
Resources will vary by project. The artist will work with teachers to identify and provide relevant materials. 

For all things nature related in Maryland, the Department of Natural Resources has an excellent website: http://
dnr.maryland.gov/Pages/default.aspx 

The Walters Art Museum has a wonderful variety of relief sculptures from Egyptian tomb reliefs, Roman 
sarcophagi, and medieval carvings. The Walters has digital images of much of their collection available online at 
https://art.thewalters.org/browse/  
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Content Examples:   
• Students will create ceramic relief sculpture murals to illustrate the 

relationships of organisms to Chesapeake Bay habitats. 

• Students will create a ceramic tile mural depicting the organisms that 
make up the ecosystem in a local park.  

• Students will create relief sculpture tiles illustrating Native American 
tales. 

• Students will create a ceramic relief mural illustrating the many facets of 
the visual arts. 

Culminating Examples:   
If students have created murals, we can have an ‘unveiling’ event after the 
work is installed as part of a parent night or enrichment event. 

Professional Development Strategies:   
Students can create sketches of their finished tiles and write an artist 
statement about their tile and its contribution to the overall composition. 
The completed statements can be made into a book that visitors can look at 
when they view the mural panels. 

Teacher Prep:   
The artist and teachers will discuss what prior knowledge students will have and what content needs to be 
taught during the residency. Students may conduct research into the subject matter of the mural. For 
example, they may research the different types of bay habitats for a series of Chesapeake Bay habitat murals.  

If desired, the artist will provide a worksheet for students to work on preliminary sketches prior to the 
residency. 

The artist will make mural panels on wood or concrete backboard ready to install. The backing material will 
be dictated by the location of the installation.  She will work diligently to prepare materials for an easy 
installation process. However, the artist does not hang the mural panels herself. The artist will gladly 
communicate with the staff who will do the hanging to ensure a smooth installation process. Please check to 
see if there are any special procedures that need to be followed in your school system.

Teacher Residency Guide

Contact Young Audiences for more information on this and other programs • 410-837-7577 • www.yamd.org 
Young Audiences/Arts for Learning    2600 N Howard Street, Suite 1300    Baltimore, MD 21218

Ceramic Relief Sculpture
with Suzanne Herbert-Forton


