
Introduction 
In this mixed media residency students will learn how to combine two art forms into one 
unified composition that illustrates an arts integrated theme. Media may include fiber, 
ceramic, and/or recycled materials. Under the seasoned guidance of artist Suzanne 
Herbert-Forton, students will design and create embroidered fabric illustrations in relief 
sculpture frames made from clay or found objects.   
Suzanne has been a working artist in Baltimore for over 30 years, creating and exhibiting 
her own art and teaching students of all ages. She also works in wardrobe as a 
seamstress and dresser for professional touring theater productions.  
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Program Description 

In this residency students will produce either a collaborative mixed media installation or 
individual works on a theme that can connect to other aspects of their curriculum. The artist 
will work with students to sketch their designs and determine how the pieces will be arranged 
as a unified composition. They will then learn hand embroidery techniques and create a relief 
sculpture frame for the embroidery using clay and/or found objects. The sessions for a mixed 
media residency can be structured two ways: each student could create both an embroidery 
and a frame, or different teams could complete various aspects of the work.  

If ceramics are to be incorporated, the school must have access to a kiln. It is also best to 
begin with the wet clay work. Wet clay requires about a week to dry for firing. If the clay is 
done first, then the artist can work with students on embroidery during that time. Once the 
clay has been fired, it is glazed and then re-fired. When all the parts are completed, the entire 
work can be assembled. If a school does not have access to a kiln, frames can be created using 
found objects attached to a base of wood or other suitable support.  

This is a time intensive residency. One session per class is needed for design work. It requires 
4 - 5 sessions per class for ceramic work and 4 - 6 sessions per class for the embroidery. 
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General Information: 
Inclement Weather 

DON’T WORRY! Artists will follow school closings and delays and will 
work with you to reschedule the performance if necessary. 

Young Audiences Contact Number: 410-837-7577 

Call 410-837-7577 and follow the prompts to be connected with a staff 
member on call for After Hours or Emergency. 

Artists Bio: 
Suzanne Herbert-Forton has been a working artist in Baltimore for over 30 years. She creates and 
exhibits mixed media pieces using hand embroidery, ceramics and found objects. The work is 
inspired in part by the artisans of the middle ages and 
by her Russian orthodox heritage. 
Her background in fiber arts and abiding interest in 
costuming has also led to a simultaneous theatrical 
career working with wardrobe for professional touring 
companies. 
Suzanne enjoys sharing her skills, working with 
children and adults, and teaching in a wide range of 
settings both in and out of the classroom. She has 
worked as a teaching artist for many years, with a 
passion for arts and arts integration. 
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Standards: 
Common Core Standard: 

Residencies can be used as an extension to further explore curriculum content and align with 
Common Core standards. For instance, a project on life in colonial America might align with:  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3 
Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on 
specific information in the text, including what happened and why.  

Maryland State Curriculum Standards for Fine Arts:

1.0 Perceiving and Responding: Aesthetic Education -- Students will demonstrate the ability 
to perceive, interpret, and respond to 
ideas, experiences, and the 
environment through visual art. 

  
List of additional 
resources:   
These will vary by project. The artist will 

work with teachers to identify relevant 
resources. For instance, the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources has 
an extensive amount of information 
about Maryland wildlife and plants -- 
http://dnr.maryland.gov/Pages/
default.aspx  

Local museums and local history websites 
are valuable resources for projects 
connected to Maryland history.  
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Content Examples:   
• Yacomaco Native American Mural - 

Students will create a mixed media ‘quilt’ 
depicting the everyday lives of the 
Yacomaco Native Americans who were 
living in the region when the first English 
settlers arrived at what is now St. Mary’s, 
MD. 

• Park Habitat Mural - Students will 
create a mixed media ‘quilt’ depicting the 
flora and fauna that inhabit a local 
natural habitat.  

• Fables - Students will work in pairs to illustrate central events of fables they have studied.  

Culminating Examples:   
The completed parts can be assembled in the form of a mural for installation and an unveiling can be held for 
the participating grade level or the school community. If students have created individual works, they can be 
exhibited in a school or community event. 

Professional Development Strategies:   
Teachers and students can continue to explore materials that can be used 
to create mixed media works. Students might create paintings that 
illustrate the sequence of historical events or of a story. They could then 
create relief sculpture frames by gluing found objects to a cardboard base 
to create a frame. Teachers could continue with learned residency skills, 
like embroidery, to connect to curriculum content.   

Teacher Prep:   
In arts integrated projects the artist and teachers will confer on what 
prior knowledge students will have and what specific content will be 
taught in the residency. In some cases it will be expedient for students to 
do some preliminary drawing work. 
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