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Musicians excited to be performing
in Winter Bach concert on March 4
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THE KINGSTON Road Vi
lage Convert Series presents
The Side by Side Winter
Bach #2 concert on Saturday,
March 4,2t 740 p.m.

The concert will take place
at Kingston Road United
Church, 975 Kingston Rd.

The March 4 concert will
feature University of To-
ronto music students Emma
Schmiedecke on cello and
Arfan Vriens on violin per-
fi “side by side™ with
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their teachers and Toronto
Symphony Orchestra (TS0)
members.

The March 4 concert will
also feature a double violin
concerto of JS. Bach per
formed by Mark Fewer.

Both  Schmiedecke and
Vriens are excited for the op-
portunity to perform in the
Side by Side concert.

*It's always exciting to col-
laborate with artists from
Toronto’s many brilliant en-
sembles,” said Vriens.

*Every npew  combina.
tion of musictans gives us a
chance to make something
new and magical happen,
and the mixing between es-
tablished orchestra players
and the upcoming genera
tion of performers gives an
important opportunity for
cross-pollination and mutual
learning.”

Schmiedecke agreed. “1
currently study with Joseph
Johmson, principal cellist of
the TSO, and many other
members of the orchestra
have been my coaches and
mentors,” she said.

“To hive the chance to
perform  side-by-gide  with
them is an incredible oppor-
tunity. It is one thing to leam
In & private studio or coach-
ing setting, but to put those
musical ideas into practice

alongside those teachers
and mentors is 2 wonderful
learning experience in and
of ftselt”

Vriens is especially Jook-
ing forward to joining Fewar
In the performance of the
double violin concerto.

“This is a piece that almost
every violinist spends thelr
life learning, shaping and re-
vising,"” he said. I find some-
thing new every time | come
back to play it, and somehow
it never gets boring ar re
petitive. There's something
about it that really keeps
giving "

Schmiedecke said that the
performance by Fewar and
Arlan should be a special
one.

*Mark has been one of
my mentors for many years
and Arlan is a dear friend
of mlm:. s0 we are bringing

hmiedecke on cello and Arlan VM! on vlo-

Ipnfofmh The Side by Side Winter Bach #2
on March 4 as part of the Kingston Road Vil-

luo Conun Series,

bers of the To-
ronto string community who
know each other and enjoy
working together - it will be
a spocial performance for all
of us," she suid.

A third-year doctoral stu-
dent in cello performance at
U of T, Schmiedecke grew
up in and around New York
City and 18 from & family of
musicians. "Both my parents
were opera singers as well as
music educators,” she said.

Schmiedecke received her
undergraduate  degree  in
cello performance from the
Bard College Conservatory
of Music in New York as a
stdent of Peter Wiley be-
fore she moved to Canada to
parsue graduate work.

“1first attended The Glenn
Gould School of the Royal
Conservatory of Music here
In Toronto, followed by stud-
ies at the Schalich Scheol of
Music at McGill University in

M I before r ing to
Toronto to attend U of T for
my doctorate,” she said.

“I love the Toronto music
community and the rich di-
versity it provides to players
and audiences, with every-
thing from Baroque perfor-

in which viclinists of Bach’s
time Interpreted his music
Those historical approaches
were radically different from
how performers tend to play
Bach's music today, so I'm
looking forward to bringing
]usl a little bt of that into onr

mance to porary rep-
ertoire being presented on
an almost dadly basis ™

Vriens is concluding his
dectarate at U of T in violin
performance.

“So | suppose this is year
13 of university for me." he
said.

“I'm originally from Ed-
monton and, before coming
to Toronto, I spent some time
as associate concertmaster
of the Newfoundland Sym-
phany Orchestra; I've also
completed music studies at
McGill and ot Cambridge
University,” sald Vriens.

“My doctoral research is
actually examining the ways
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ll: said andiences for the
March 4 concert should ex-
pect to hear just how vital
and entertaining the music
of Bach Is.

“It’s easy to think of Bach
as a kind of dusty white mar-
ble statue, scowling down
on us with serjousness and
heavy authority. But if we
shake off that Image and lis-
ten with open ears, Bach is
nothing like that His music
is still vial, inspiring. and
important, and | think we're
Roing to give a performance
that really shows off Bach's
music as a living entity in-
stead of a dry historical text.”

Schmiedecke added
that the upcoming concert
at Kingston Road United
Church s going to be “fan-
tastic fun, with amazing
performers and a wonderful
program of music”.

Advance tickets to the
March 4 concert are $35, and
they are $40 at the door. Chil-
dren under 12 are admitted
free. Those attending are
reminded that food bank do-
nations are always gratefully
sccepted.

To order tickets or for
more  information, please
go to wwwkrucca/concert:
series
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