
Followers of Jesus...Wherever You Are
Growing in Christ with our Head, Heart, and Hands

WELCOME
THANKS FOR WORSHIPPING WITH US THIS MORNING!

One of the ways Jesus described His mission was “seeking and saving the lost.”
Throughout His earthly ministry, Jesus not only encountered many who were
considered by their society as “outcasts,” but He often sought them out.
Throughout this series, we’ll see Jesus’ love for the outcasts and how their
encounters with Jesus left them forever changed.







Thank you for worshipping with us!

Join us on Facebook & Instagram
St Matthew Lutheran Church, Grand Rapids

A staffed nursery is available during our 8:30am and 10:45am services, as
well as Sunday School. A nursing room is located outside the sanctuary.

Visit StMatthewGR.com for more about these and other announcements.

NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Lent Wednesday Worship Series: “Convicted.” Step into the courtroom each
week in Lent with our Convicted worship series. Each service puts a different
biblical person from the story of Christ’s passion and death on trial, accused of an
actual crime. Join us Wednesdays at 7 PM for worship.

Don't Miss Parent Class in March in Room 105: Raising children in a tech-
obsessed social media world is tough. What limits do you put on it? Is it safe? Why
can't kids just put their phones down? We'll be diving into "Engage", a five-lesson,
practical course that will help us navigate parenting in a social media age. Packed
with expert interviews, a hands-on study and resource guide, downloadable tools,
and biblical principles, it's the ultimate tool for not just surviving but thriving as a
parent in today's culture and engaging your children on such a crucial topic.

Praise and Play starts up again on Thursdays for the month of March from 10 -
11:15 a.m. for all kids ages 5 and under and their caregiver. Our theme for the
month of March is "forgiveness" and we'll have lots of fun, games, crafts, new
songs (and old favorites), Bible stories and more. If you haven't registered yet, sign
up on the website today. Hope to see you Thursday!

Mission Impossible Nicaragua 2020 Fundraiser: TODAY is your last day to
purchase tickets at a discounted price of $20 for 25 tickets and to sign up for our
euchre tournament. You can do it in person or sign up and pay online at
stmatthewgr.com and we'll have your tickets ready for pick up. You're not going to
want to miss this exciting evening of Spy Training with games and activities for all
ages. No need to cook dinner that night - we'll have food available that everyone
will like. Awesome raffle items like a Nintendo Switch, AirPods, and a Yeti Cooler,
but you must be present to win, so invite your friends and family to join us on our
mission March 13 from 6:00-9:00!

Family Lent Calendar: We hope you will join us with keeping our eyes fixed on
Jesus throughout this Lenten season by participating in a Lenten calendar with
your family. Starting Ash Wednesday and taking only a few minutes each day,
families can spend time together with Scripture readings, prayers, and questions
that connect faith and life. Lent is the perfect time to return to the Lord and
prepare for the glorious celebration of Jesus’ victory over death Easter morning.
Pick up a calendar in the commons.

HEART

JAM - Jesus And Me: Every Sunday at both services, kid’s learn to live their faith
as "Followers of Jesus" through daily points and Bible verses, awesome praise
music, experiments, games, and a Bible story applied to their everyday lives.

X



They’ll start out in worship with you and be released before the sermon. They’ll
return in time to pray with you. Parents are welcome to go with their children to
drop them off and see what JAM is all about!

Mom’s Coffee Break: Please join other Women from our congregation for coffee/
tea, some light snacks, prayer and devotions, and a chance to make some real
friendships and connections. Tuesday March 24, 2020 in room 105 from 10-11:30
AM. Child care provided.

Bunco Time! Attention ALL Ladies (Young, Middle, Old and all those between!) -
Mark your calendar for April 7, 2020 from 7-9 PM for a night of fun at St Matthew.
Bring a friend or two and come enjoy some Fabulous Female Fellowship. If you
have any questions contact Denise @ 914-6480.

Save the Date for VBS! It's never too early to plan your vacation and camps
around our joy-filled VBS week! Please join us July 13-16 from 6-8:30 PM for
"Rocky Railway...Jesus' Power Pulls Us Through." Can't wait!

HANDS

Noisy Offering: Each month, we take a special offering to bless and support
another mission or ministry. This month, we’re supporting Camp Concordia.

Lent Soup Suppers: Join us for soup suppers at 6 PM followed by worship service
at 7 PM. To help with the meal, please visit https://bit.ly/39fmqFD to sign up to
bring soup, bread, milk, salad or dessert or to volunteer to help with set up or
clean up.

Ring some Bells for Easter! Would you like to be part of playing in a handbell
group for the 8:30 service on Easter Sunday? Contact Carlee Klenotich at
cjklenot@mtu.edu and if we have enough ringers, we’ll get started practicing
Tuesday, March 17.

Thrivent Choice Dollars Deadline. If you are a Thrivent member, age 16+ who has
$20,000+ in an annuity, or $750+ in annual billed premium from a life, health, or
long term care policy, you can direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars to your church,
school or charity of your choice. Please call Thrivent at 1-800-847-4836, and when
the automated attendant says, “How may I help you?”, you say “Thrivent Choice,”
and a live operator will help you. Questions? Call Thrivent Rep, Rick Rolf at (616)
248-4600 or e-mail at rick.rolf@thrivent.com.

Become a Hospice Volunteer. Would you be interested in reading to a patient
who can no longer see the pages? Watch a Tigers game with a patient while their
spouse goes grocery shopping? Document a “Life Story” for someone who wants
to leave their legacy behind for their loved ones? Consider becoming a Spectrum
Health Hospice Volunteer! Learn more at hospice.volunteers@spectrumhealth.org

HEAD

Weekly Bible Study Opportunities:
Sundays

Adult Bible Class, 9:45-10:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall, studying Genesis.
Parent Class, 9:45-10:30 AM in room 105.
New Member Bible Class, 9:45-10:30 AM in room 109.



Wednesdays
Men’s Wednesday morning study meets at 6:30 AM at Denny’s Restaurant
on 28th St. Contact Michael Martin for info. We are discussing N.T. Wright’s
study of Romans.

Fridays
Women's Friday Morning Study, 9-11 AM in room 105. Contact Denise
Martin at 914-6480.

Small groups: Would you like to join a short term small group and open the Bible
with other families like yours but don’t know where to get started? Contact Pastor
Rob, rappold@stmatthewgr.com, for help plugging into a group.

WEEK OF MARCH 8
TODAY Traditional Worship Service.................................................8:30 AM

Sunday School and Adult Bible Study..............................9:45 AM
Parent Class.............................................................................9:45 AM
New Member Class ...............................................................9:45 AM
Contemporary Worship Service ....................................... 10:45 AM
Senior High Youth Group.....................................................6:30 PM

Monday H2H Confirmation ........................................................................ 7 PM
Tuesday Exercise Classes...........................................................................9 AM

Men’s Bible Study ........................................................................ 7 PM
Wednesday Men’s Bible Study ..................................................................6:30 AM

Lent Soup Supper ........................................................................6 PM
Lent Mid-Week Worship ............................................................. 7 PM

Thursday Praise and Play ........................................................................... 10 AM
Quilting Group ..............................................................................9 AM
Worship Team Rehearsal ........................................................... 7 PM

Friday Exercise Class .........................................................................8:30 AM
Women’s Bible Study ..................................................................9 AM
Nicaragua Fundraiser ................................................................6 PM

Celebrating a birthday this week: (Mar 8) Allison Kopins, Lana Stevens; (Mar 9)
Bryan Sherman, Erika Leistner; (Mar 10) Alyssa Hein, Don Viewig, Jason Foster,
Julia Burns, Landen Davenport, Susan Wassilak; (Mar 11) Cindy Grimaldi, Sharon
Yentsch, Sloane Buhl, Sullivan Fouch; (Mar 14) Alec Douse, Damaris Bamberg,
Sharon Rawie.

Celebrating an anniversary: (Mar 11) Paul and Maria Tate; (Mar 14) John and
Debbie Rang.

OUR STAFF

Pastor Rob Appold, Senior Pastor | rappold@stmatthewgr.com
Joan Koczenasz, Comptroller | jkoczenasz@stmatthewgr.com

Liz Le'Mon, Family Ministries Assistant | elemon@stmatthewgr.com
Rose Mill, Operations Coordinator | rosemill@stmatthewgr.com

Stephanie Sherman, Middle School Ministry Leader | ssherman@stmatthewgr.com
Pastor Matthew Starner, Worship & Communications | mstarner@stmatthewgr.com

Lori Wieneke, Director of Spiritual Formation | lwieneke@stmatthewgr.com



PRAYER REQUESTS

• From Don Snide, for his Aunt Judy with unxplained blood loss and for Nyann
with breast cancer.

• From the Schabes family, prayers of thanks for answerd prayers for Brandon
and his new job.

• From the Oldenburg family, for 5 male counselors for Camp Concordia this
summer.

• From Rita Allen, for Retha, Mike, and Don who all had surgery recently.
• From the Childs family, for Jackie’s vertigo to diminish.
• From the Vogt family, thanks that Doug was accepted into University of

Michigan.
• From the Geiger family, for their brother-in-law diagnosed with cancer.
• From Sue Murphy, for relief from her hip pain.
• From the Zwyghuizen family, for Lauren as she recovers from an illness.
• From the Douglas family, health and healing for Josh’s father.
• From the Lupp and Korpalski families: for the family of baby Cooper, who lost

his earthly struggle this week.
• From the Price family, healing for Paula’s knee.
• From Maury Blish, healing and comfort for Eveline and her hip surgery.
• From the Brower family, relief from arthritis for Nancy.
• From the Greiner family, for their brother Dave, who is fighting cancer.
• From the Janetzke family, comfort at the loss of Barry, Kyle’s uncle.
• From the Conrad family, for baby Pax who is fighting brain cancer and Tim

who is fighting colon cancer.

Carpenter’s Apprentice Prayer Team is a prayer chain for immediate prayer
concerns. If you would like to have a prayer concern passed along to members
of the chain, please text or call 616-340-3288, email skandi@att.net, or complete
a prayer request on our website.



SERMON NOTES
Outcasts: Encounter the Finder

• You have to climb up a tree - _________________

Proverbs 16:18-20: Pride goes before destruction, and haughtiness before a fall.
Better to live humbly with the poor than to share plunder with the proud. Those
who listen to instruction will prosper; those who trust the LORD will be joyful.”

• You have to get over the crowd - _____________________

The why? Behind the how?

“The Motive” - Patrick Lencioni: “Servant leadership is the only kind of
leadership there is. Do not expect a reward. This is not true leadership.”

• At home with Jesus - ________________________________

Seeing Grace at work - _______________________

Ephesians 1:4: Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in
Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes.

Seeing Grace at work - _______________________

Ephesians 2:10: For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in
Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.

To Ponder and Apply:
1) Complete this:
My parents see me as...
People who don’t know me see me as...
My close friends see me as...
I see myself as...
God sees me as...

2) Do you agree with Lencioni “Don’t be a leader unless you’re doing it
for the right reasons.”

3) Why did Zachaeus volunteer to make such generous restitution?

4) What does Jesus mean about salvation coming to this house? Luke
19:9-10

5) Do you have amends to be made? How are you planning to do so?
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