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Live and work in Anacortes, Washington, located on Fidalgo Island, in the Pacific Northwest. Conveniently situated halfway between 
Seattle and Vancouver, British Columbia, Anacortes is the destination point for the San Juan Islands and International ferry runs. Explore 
this island getaway and stroll through the vibrant coastal community. Here you’ll find a variety of elegant dining restaurants, casual cafes, 
sophisticated shopping, art galleries, antique shops and unique accommodations. Outdoor exploration opportunities are endless! Enjoy 
whale watching tours, kayaking excursions, sailing, boating, birding, fishing, crabbing, hiking, biking and more. Anacortes has something 
for everyone! 

Schools and Education
Anacortes is a leader in public education, with a strong vision for teaching and learning. Anacortes schools have highly supportive 
families and community members. This partnership results in an incredible amount of volunteers in our schools each year. In addition the 
Anacortes Schools Foundation, local service clubs, private foundations and individual citizens give generously to sustain and enrich learning 
opportunities for students. Anacortes School District’s mission is to inspire every student every day with quality instruction that promotes 
creativity, growth, character, individual strengths and a lifelong love of learning.

Coastal Recreation
Twelve-and-a-half miles of saltwater shoreline and five freshwater lakes make Anacortes a paradise for water-lovers. This city hosts a myriad 
of recreational activities for all ages, interests, and skill levels. Anacortes is homeport for numerous sailing and power yacht charters. Here 
you can enjoy sailing, power boating, whale watching, hiking, kayaking, mountain biking, golf, camping, sport fishing, bird watching, scuba 
diving, beachcombing, and much more. There are four full-service marinas and three public boat launches. Take the Washington State Ferry 
from Anacortes to the San Juan Islands, a haven for marine mammals and countless other species, including killer whales. Watch pods of 
Orca whales feed in the waters of Puget Sound, or visit Fidalgo Island, home to sea life ranging from sea stars and octopus to otters and 
seals. This island is home to an underwater state park. Anacortes provides spectacular views of Mount Erie Park that rises 1,300 feet above 
the town.

Music and Entertainment
Experience song and sound year-round in Anacortes! Local eateries Rockfish Grill and The Brown Lantern host live music performances 
weekly. Musicians play acoustic music at the Anacortes Public Library every third Tuesday and third Sunday. Every second Sunday, 
local jazz groups perform for Jazz at the Library. In historic downtown, The Heart of Anacortes starts their summer line-up in June and 
schedules bands well into the warm days of September. In celebration of the seasonal combination of warm weather and water, the Port of 
Anacortes hosts a series of free live music events including Wednesday Big Band performances and Friday Night Concerts at Seafarers’ 
Memorial Park overlooking Fidalgo Bay. These summer schedule events start on July 4, running into August. In August, the Anacortes 
Arts Festival highlights the local and regional talent and schedules bands throughout the day at three different stages. In October, Bier on 
the Pier showcases musicians from various corners of the Pacific Northwest, focusing on high energy Americana. In December, Geoffrey 
Castle’s Christmas Celebration packs the house with his Celtic song, dance, and electric violin.

Arts and Festivals
Art is deep-rooted in the community with installations in locations throughout the city including public buildings, waterfront settings, parks, 
and forest lands. Thriving arts organizations offer year-round programming in theater, music, visual, and literary arts. The Anacortes Arts 
Commission website describes the many public art projects to be found here. The First Friday Gallery Art Walk is held the first Friday of 
each month in downtown Anacortes from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. On these popular evenings, visitors and locals enjoy art in many lovely galleries 
and often end up dining at one of the city’s award-winning restaurants. Anacortes Community Theatre is an intimate venue that seats 114 
patrons for its main stage performances.

Anacortes, Washington
Vibrant, Friendly and Full of Adventure!


