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Just a short drive away from Syracuse and beautiful Adirondack Park, Utica is a scenic city in the Mohawk Valley considered to be the 
socio-economic hub of Oneida County and offers diverse culture, small-town charm, abundant industry, affordable housing and ample 
recreational opportunities. Utica is centrally located at the foot of the Adirondack Mountains, combining urban and rural-living and offering 
plenty of outdoor activities for every season. Enjoy nine hundred acres of city parks. You can ride a bike, take a hike, take a run or have 
some fun! Utica has a humid continental climate, which is characterized by cold winters and moderate summers. Utica is the cultural 
melting pot of upstate New York, with over 40 languages and 50 nationalities represented and many different types of cuisine including 
Utica riggies, spicy escarole, half-moon cookies and tomato pie. Learn more at the city of Utica online. 

Education
There are five colleges and universities within the city limits that offer a myriad of degrees and doctorate programs drawing students from 
around the world. From the arts to cyber security and to engineering these colleges have a major impact on the global economy. These 
educational institutions include: Utica School of Commerce, Mohawk Valley Community College, Pratt Institute, St. Elizabeth’s College of 
Nursing and Utica College. Just outside of the city, Hamilton College and SUNY Polytechnic also serve the community’s educational needs, 
while the Utica City School District serves about 10,000 students in 13 schools - all attributing to the growth and progress of Utica’s young 
population.

A Location with Something for Everyone
Utica has many attributes that make it the ideal location for visiting, working and/or raising a family. Utica is the best destination for an 
authentic and friendly adventure in upstate New York. Take a trip to the century-old Utica Zoo or catch an AHL Utica Comets game. The 
Utica Zoo features a collection of over 200 animals on 40 acres. Explore family-friendly and fun attractions that offer a variety of opportunities 
to make lasting memories in Oneida County. Here you’ll find world-class entertainment, restaurants and activities for people of all ages and 
interests. Appreciate unique and flourishing art at various local art galleries and public venues across Oneida County. Take a ride on the Erie 
Canal or climb aboard the scenic Adirondack Railroad to take in the magnificent beauty of the six-million acre Adirondack Park. Experience 
nature’s beauty and view a variety of tranquil ponds and streams as you travel in a vintage club car. For more information on things to do visit 
Oneida County Tourism’s website. Find an additional list of attractions on the city’s website.

Parks and Recreation
During warm months enjoy water sports at Lake Ontario, Lake Erie or Five Fingers Lake. During the cold months, enjoy winter sports like 
ice skating, snowboarding, ice fishing on Oneida and Delta Lakes, hockey and skiing. Down-hill ski or board at the Val Bialas Ski Center. 
Golf at Valley View, a picturesque 18-hole golf course designed by Robert Trent Jones. The par 73 course challenges golfers of all skill 
levels and offers breathtaking vistas of the Mohawk Valley. Though F.T. Proctor Park is the smallest of Utica’s Parks and Parkway System it 
is considered the “crown jewel”. The restoration and preservation undertaken by the Central New York Conservancy and the City of Utica 
allows F.T. Proctor Park to feature a lily pond, bathhouses, a butterfly garden and stone staircases. Starch Factory Creek flows through F.T. 
Proctor Park and during the spring and summer months, which attracts crowds of children who enjoy diving and swimming in its waters. 
Sports and recreation opportunities abound in T.R. Proctor Park. This active park contains two basketball courts, four baseball fields, 
two soccer fields and a running trail. The park is in continual use by local schools, colleges, neighborhood teams and families. Roscoe 
Conkling Park was the first park developed by the Proctor family. Within its borders are several Utica attractions, including the Val Bialas 
Ski Center, the Eagle Monument and Picnic Area, Utica Zoo, Valley View Golf Course and the South Woods/Switchback multi-use trails. 
The city is home to Edward A. Hanna Recreation Center, a beautiful, muti-purpose recreational facility managed by the City of Utica Youth 
Bureau. The Parks Department, along with the City Youth Bureau operate three pools throughout the city on an 8-week time period. The 
pools open on June 28 and close on August 13. 

Utica, New York
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https://bit.ly/3mkDm3Y
https://bit.ly/31J0uBo
https://bit.ly/2HESYjy
https://bit.ly/3jvjoS8
https://bit.ly/2J6VboU
https://bit.ly/3dZ5bM5
https://bit.ly/37HTAjK
https://bit.ly/2HxJaYM
https://bit.ly/3ozjiwT
https://bit.ly/37O53xU
https://bit.ly/3jqmAyF
https://bit.ly/2ToV1uV
https://bit.ly/3ozjJHx
https://bit.ly/34tIIDP
https://bit.ly/3mzAm43
https://bit.ly/3mzAm43
https://bit.ly/3mzAm43
https://bit.ly/3dYUUQf
https://bit.ly/35x4AOa



