
• Enjoy the great outdoors – Walk to the local park 

afterschool, sign your children up for an outdoor sports 

league, take a weekend day trip to go hiking, or simply 

eat dinner in the backyard as a family. Any time you 

spend outside with your child will help manage his or 

her need to escape the indoors while they are busy 

learning. Create a plan to spend quality time with your 

family outdoors.

• Maintain a routine – Make a point of maintaining 

consistency in your child’s homework time, family 

mealtime, bedtime, wake-up time, and any other 

daily rituals you have. This will help keep your child 

in the mindset for school and improve his or her 

focus in the classroom right up to the last day. Keep 

this schedule throughout the Summer for an easy 

transition back to school.

• Ask questions – Learning and development is valuable 

right up to the last day of the school year. Teachers 

have made plans to keep students busy and learning 

through the final weeks of school. Help them out by 

making a concerted effort to get your child talking by 

asking questions about their learning experience. As 

always, express your own interest in those topics—

enthusiasm for learning is infectious.

• Provide incentives – Never underestimate the power 

of a little reward. Think about different incentives you 

can offer your child for displaying continued effort and 

achievement at school during these final weeks. Maybe 

it’s an extra hour of TV time if homework is finished 

early. Big or small, a little encouragement can make a 

difference in keeping your child engaged at the end of 

the school year.

FINISHING THE YEAR STRONG

The school year is coming to a close, weather is getting nicer, and students are getting antsy. For parents, these last 

few weeks before summer can feel challenging, attempting to keep your children from checking out mentally. Looking 

for some fresh ideas? Here are a few things parents can do at home to keep their children motivated in the classroom 

through the end of the school year.
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• Help is on the Way – Due to COVID-19, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has issued an order that may help 

you stop eviction for unpaid rent until June 30, 2021. Look for more information in the attached flyer.

• Be Sure to Thank a Teacher – CLICK HERE for 51 ideas to Celebrate Teacher Appreciation Week May 3-7 2021. 

National Teacher Day is on May 4. While it is always important to recognize how much teachers matter, this past year is 

especially significant.

• United Way of Metropolitan Dallas Celebrating Teachers! Thank you to all of the incredible teachers who are educating 

and inspiring children everywhere! We are offering a FREE FIRST YEAR of Vooks exclusively to all school teachers in the 

Greater Metropolitan Dallas area! CLICK HERE to subscribe.

• Celebrate Mom or a Caregiver – CLICK HERE for Ideas for helping kids celebrate mom or a special caregiver on 

Mother’s Day.

• KERA On Our Minds – This toolkit , featuring beloved PBS characters, has been specially curated to help parents and 

caregivers explain worrisome events to children and teens. There are also guides for how to help kids de-stress and 

build resilience and empathy. CLICK HERE for the Emotional & Mental Health Resources For Kids

• Inspire a Love of Reading – Get a free @Vooks animated storybooks subscription today for your kiddos ages 3-6. United 

Way Dallas has partnered with Atmos Energy and Vooks to inspire thousands of kids in North Texas with the love of 

reading. Together, we are setting kids up for success in school—and in life! CLICK HERE to Redeem your FREE virtual 

books subscription or scan the QR Code below.
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Get your FREE 1-year Vooks 
subscription today!

Building a Generation of Readers

Kids who enter school ready to learn are more likely to read 

proficiently by 3rd grade. And students that read on grade level 

by third grade are 5x more likely to graduate ready for success in 

college or career. By improving education today, we can impact our 

community’s income and health for years to come.

https://www.waterford.org/resources/teacher-appreciation-week-ideas/
https://www.vooks.com/pages/united-way-teachers
https://www.thespruce.com/helping-kids-celebrate-mom-on-mothers-day-1270920#:~:text=%20Ideas%20for%20Helpi
https://learn.kera.org/emotional-mental-toolkit/
https://www.vooks.com/pages/united-way

