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Wisconsin BooKWoRMs™: Giving young children an opportunity to be read to and own their first new books, this project is supported by  
the corporation for Public Broadcasting with additional funding provided by Friends of WPT, WAHcE and local county-based partners.

“In the Small, Small Pond”
by Denise Fleming

In spring a frog leaps out of the tall, tall grass and lands in a small, small 
pond. Summer passes, fall arrives and the colors change. Finally, snow falls. 
The little frog burrows deep into the pond and waits for spring’s return.

Themes for this book are many — seasons, life cycle, environment, habitat, etc.

Before you read this book: Talk about what animals do during different 
seasons — build nests, lay eggs or have babies, gather food, store food or 
hibernate.

After you read this book: Talk about the different animals found in a 
pond. Name all of the creatures pictured in the book.

Cut out small, medium, and large frogs or fish. Divide a large sheet of 
paper into thirds, labeling them small, medium and large. Have the kids 
sort the frogs or fish.

Try this at home: Make “amphibian” the word of the day. Explain that 
an amphibian begins living in water, breathes air, has four legs and 
experiences metamorphosis. Talk about the meaning of metamorphosis.

1. Watch the Sesame Street episode “Amphibian Show” at www.pbskids.
org/parents/sesame/activity_4201

2. Look for pictures of three amphibians. Play “Find That Amphibian.”

3. Place pictures of the amphibians upright on a table and give your child 
three clues about one of the animals. Base your clues on concrete 
attributes — color, size and shape. At the end of the third clue, ask 
your child to “Find That Amphibian” by pointing to one of the pictures.

Additions resources:  
“Watching the Seasons” by Edana Eckart

“From Tadpole to Frog” by Wendy Pfeffer

“Curious George Tadpole Trouble” by H. A. Rey


