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LETTER FROM GERTRUD LICHTENSTEIN TO CLARA HARNACK 
October 8, 1952 
Gertrud Lichtenstein 
Dortmund-Eving 
Osterfeldstrasse 201 
 
My Dear, esteemed Mrs. Harnack, 

I read in an article in "Die Tat" (The Deed) that you, Arvid Harnack's mother are still alive, and I 

obtained your address from the editorial office. 

In 1945 I tried to find relatives of Mildred and Arvid Harnack, but without success. I have to admit 

that I stopped trying after my first unsuccessful attempts, and this is why I am able only *now to 

send you a legacy of the dear deceased woman that is precious to both you and me.  Arvid's last 

letter to his wife Mildred. In December 1942 I was in protective custody at the police headquarters in 

Berlin-Charlottenburg, waiting for transfer to Ravensbruck concentration camp.  By chance -- was it 

really chance? -- I was put in a cell with Mildred. I was her cellmate and a good comrade of hers from 

December 15, 1942 to January 15, 1943. 

Dear Mrs. Harnack, the memory of the time I spent with Mildred -- with all the beautiful and difficult 

moments - makes it almost impossible for me to write about it today. It is really a shame that you 

live so far away, otherwise I would have so much to tell you. In those four weeks we became close 

friends, and when I had to go, Mildred gave me this letter from her husband, asking me to look after 

it carefully. Maybe it was slight selfish of me not to have tried harder to find you in the past. But 

believe me, the memory of Mildred and of Arvid, who I knew only from what Mildred told me, is as 

precious to me as it is to you. So please forgive me that you had to wait until now to receive this 

valuable letter from me. Maybe I will have an opportunity to see you and talk to you someday.  That 

would make me very happy indeed. But if the opportunity does not arise, I will try to write down what 

I know of Mildred from that time and my experience with her. 

With my most sincere good wishes... 

Gertrud Lichtenstein 


